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18And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 
2nd Corinthians 3: 18 

Happy New Year in Christ! 
I hope that you had a blessed Christmas and a joyous new year celebration. Speaking of the new 
year, it is that time again when we all have reflected on the year that has passed and have made 
resolutions for the year that is to come. Perhaps some of us have actually written down our 
resolutions, or perhaps we have chosen one word to encapsulate what we want to achieve in 2019.  
Either way, most of us start the new year with ideas and expectations of what we will change in the 
new year.   
The process of making resolutions can be (at least for me) a rather emotionally taxing one. 
Reflecting on what needs to be changed in our lives and what we desire out of our lives is hard 
work.  Then comes the breaking of the resolutions, which some of us (me again) struggle with more 
than others.  
So what is it that drives us to make resolutions each year? Is it a desire to grow and live into the life 
that we have? Or is it because we see ourselves as having something “wrong” in our lives and we 
need to fix it? 
Enter, Jesus, into our hectic lives and into our sense that we are somehow wrong.  Jesus doesn’t 
require new years resolutions, Jesus moves us to a complete turn-around in the way that we see our 
lives and the world. Jesus doesn’t see us as wrong, Jesus sees our sin as something that hurts us 
and keeps us from being the people God created to be and so Jesus transforms us.  As the verse 
above tells us, it is God through Christ and then the Holy Spirit, that transforms us.  God that refines 
us.  God that heals us.  
So what does that mean for our resolutions?  Perhaps it means that instead of making resolutions 
we focus on what it is that we want God to transform in our lives and what that transformation will 
look like. For example, my endless resolution to lose weight might instead become an affirmation 
that God loves me as I am and wants health and wellness for me which would look like turning my 
dependence on food over to God to be transformed. That doesn’t mean I don’t have to do the work 
of getting healthy, it does mean that I am relying on God to work in me and not on my own sense of 
willpower (which will disappear when confronted with chocolate of any kind). 
To change from resolutions to transformations doesn’t mean that we don’t have to do the work of 
changing, it means that we are empowered through our faith to do that work. 
So, as January 1st dawns I encourage you to turn your resolutions over to God, to be open the work 
of the Holy Spirit in your life and to experience transformation in this New Year. 

In Service of Christ, 
Pastor Jess

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424 

616.772.4075  • Fax 616.772.6615 • gslc.office@icloud.com 
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Gift of Giving  
Family Hope Ministry Center Christmas Shopping for Mom 

You dropped your coins in the noisy offering and you brought in items to donate. The Mission and Outreach 
Team sorted, shopped, and counted. Volunteers joined us to set up and then . . . . we waited. That is part of 
the Advent Season, is it not? To wait in anticipation. There we were, the tables covered with Christmas 
tablecloths, gifts displayed, a wrapping table full of supplies only to be told the children were napping or in 
school.  
You were so generous that we had two tables set up and could allow the children to select one item from each 
table for their mom. One table held scarves. jewelry, purses, and wallets. The other had journals with colored 
pens, adult coloring books with colored pencils and cosmetic bags or decorative baskets holding makeup or 
nail polish with manicure sets, lotion, perfume.  
Waiting is always one of the hardest parts of Christmas — so much anticipation makes us antsy. But it was 
worth the wait. The kids came in slowly, one or two at a time. Some, especially the little ones went right to the 
sparkly jewelry that caught their eye, the brightly colored scarf, the pretty nail polish. Some picked one thing 
then changed their mind and had to put it back to choose another. The older kids took more time to look 
carefully and make just the right selection. The kid’s wrapping paper was very popular, especially Paw Patrol, 
and princesses. Every package had a bow! 
The Hope Center staff will place these gifts outside the door of their rooms on Christmas Eve so whenever the 
residents awake on Christmas morning the gifts will be discovered. Imagine the surprise when the moms have 
a wrapped gift from each of their children. We won’t see their faces on Christmas morning, but I know it will be 
worth the wait.  
Thank you for the donations. Thank you to the volunteers who came to help (Julie Hardy, Sally Ponstein, 
Dawn Sjaarda, Jessica and Shaina Underhill, Tammy Walters) and to the Mission and Outreach Team (Kris 
Norvell, Pastor Jessica Rivera-Walker, Elizabeth Rohrer, Vicki Russell, and Carolyn Willaman).  

The event was well received by the FHMC staff:  

Thank you so much Vicki for investing so much time 
and energy into this meaningful event! - Marissa  

This went SO well!! Vicki, please send our thanks to all 
your ladies, this was such a blessing. - Grace  

My grateful thanks to you and your team for putting on 
such a lovely event for our children. It was well 
organized and very well received. I love the fact that 
the children get to give, instead of receive, and that 
you’ve designed it that way. Please pass on my thanks 
to your church for their thoughtfulness and generosity 
for the children at the Holland Rescue Mission. - Jodi  



Date 1/6/19 1/13/19 1/20/19 1/27/19

Worship Leader Julie H. Dennis W. Carolyn W. Brian U.

Wine Servers Sharon & Dave W. Linda & Rob P. Julie & Jerry W. Ellie B. & Chris Manzo

Reader(s) Sharon W. Chris Martinson Chris Manzo Tammy W.

Ushers
Elliott E & 

Dan G.
Emma, Andy & 

Mike R.
Jim D & 
Stan. K.

Jon, Nolan & 
Steve J.

Comm. Prep/Clean-up Kris N. Deb L. Dan G. Vicki R.

Bread Baker Terry G. *** Steve J. ***

Nursery Pearson Pearson Vicki R. Hurts

SERVANTS OF THE DAY: LEADERS AND HELPERS FOR WORSHIP

The noisy offering for January and February will go to Interfaith Power and Light of Michigan (IPL). 
Their mission is to offer practical ways to put faith into action by promoting energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and other sustainable practices that lead to a cleaner, healthier, and more just 
world. Several years ago, our church received LED light bulbs through a program of IPL. This 
update reduces our consumption of electricity and provides some cost savings to our church. It will 
be nice to give something back so that they can continue to offer this and other programs to help 
Michigan congregations. The winter season, typically a high energy-use time, offers an opportunity 
for us to reflect on our habits and give back to an organization that helps our congregation and 
others be careful stewards of God’s creation.

Noisy Offering for January and February

Mission Trip 2019
We are in need of an adult male chaperone!  If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact Jessica Underhill or Tessa Hurt ASAP. 

Space is still available!!! 
 Members and friends of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church are invited to come along to Kenosha, 
Wisconsin for our 2019 mission trip.  Anyone 12 years old and up may join us.  If there is anyone who is 11 
years old, they may come too as long as they have a parent with them.  Kids can bring friends or cousins!  
Adults can bring anyone they would like — grandkids, friends, nieces, nephews…anyone!  This Mission 
trip is for anyone, not just the kids and their parents. 
 We will leave GSLC on Sunday, June 23rd in the morning and return on Friday, June 28th in the 
afternoon.  The plan is to drive our own vehicles as this will keep costs down and allow more flexibility 
during the week. 
 The week of the the mission trip is themed Week of Hope.  You can see pictures and get more 
information here: https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/community-service/ 
 The cost for the mission trip is $280 per person.  This will include meals, lodging and the days 
activities. A $50 deposit is needed from each person as soon as possible.  This will cover registration and 
secure your spot.  Checks can be made out to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church with “youth mission trip” on 
the memo line.  The deposit goes towards the total cost of the trip.  See Tessa Hurt with your deposit. 
 More information will come between now and when we leave.  In the meantime, questions can be 
directed towards Tessa Hurt or Jessica Underhill.

https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/community-service/
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/community-service/


In Our Prayers…   

• Comfort: for Eve Andrus & family on the death of her grandfather in law, 
Lester Andrus. 

• Healing/peace: Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Brandon 
Blank (son of Karen & Bryan), Karen Blank, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s 
aunt), Cheryl Harper (friend of Parrotts), Cathy Kelly, Sue Norwick, Patty 
Pantano, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Ana Lilia Salinas, Lucina Salinas, 
Duane Schuldt, Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Bruce Turino (friend of 
Martinsons), Som Vixayphone, Ruth Willaman (Dennis’ mother), Myrlene 
Weishaar, Bonita Zielke. 

• Assisted living/nursing home/homebound: Ruth Bergan (relative of Corinne 
Becker) 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Kelsey Gerber (Dave & Nancy’s Morrison’s 
daughter),Erin Peer (granddaughter of Kohsels), Kate Robinson (Lois’s 
daughter-in-law), Meghan Schrotenboer (Lois Robinson’s granddaughter-in-
law), Ashley Visser (Norvell’s granddaughter-in-law) 

• Serving our country: Shawn Clark, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ 
nephew), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-
law), Eric Johnson (Steve & Kerry’s son), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alec Lamb-Venecia (Joan Lamb’s grandson), Alex Miller, Eli 
Norvell (Kris & Floyd’s grandson), Torrey Ollermann (Carol & Craig’s son),  
Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi 
Howard’s son-in-law), K.Wolff.   

• Rejoicing on the healthy birth:  Peyton Meilani to Courtney Phetvorasack 
(Norvell’s granddaughter)

Church Council: 
Ellie Buggeln             (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
Bret D’Agostino  (616) 395-5558; bret@dagostinostudios.com    

Vicki Russell                 (616) 796-8606; Vicki0528@gmail.com 
Tessa Hurt                (616) 856-9266; Jthurtfamily@gmail.com 

Laurie Schuldt          (616) 406-9717; laurie.schuldt@gmail.com 

Jessica Underhill (616)848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com 
Dennis Willaman   (616) 335-2447; willamandennis@gmail.com 
   Julie Wolff                         (616) 566-6251; wolffwife@gmail.com 

Steve Johnson                     (616) 212-6833; sgjcfp@gmail.com

Fellowship

We ALL enjoy fellowship time following worship service.  For some, it’s a time to catch up 
with others in our church family.  For others, it is a chance to get some business done.  For 
most, it’s a chance to get a cup of coffee and snack.  Anyway, it is a BIG part of our Sunday.  
Please consider signing up to bring snacks for all to enjoy.  Dictionary.com defines snacks as 
‘a small amount of food eaten between meals’.  It is an easy way to be involved in the life of 
our church.  You can find the sign up sheet at the Welcome Center.

January
Birthdays 

Erlene H. Jan 1 
Dan G. Jan 1 

Dennis W. Jan 2 
Laurie S. Jan 2 
Lois R. Jan 10 
Alex C. Jan 15 
Alex J. Jan 17 

Andy R. Jan 21 
Annika P. Jan 22 
Brian H. Jan 23 
Lisa P. Jan 27 

James W. Jan 30 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Dennis & Carolyn W. Jan 13

Mark Your Calendar 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 24, 2019

mailto:willamandennis@gmail.com
mailto:wolffwife@gmail.com
mailto:sgjcfp@gmail.com
mailto:willamandennis@gmail.com
mailto:wolffwife@gmail.com
mailto:sgjcfp@gmail.com
mailto:Vicki0528@gmail.com
mailto:Vicki0528@gmail.com


The Giving Tree

Thirty-two children, two of which are newborns, and 
twenty seniors at Resthaven were made very happy by 
our congregation this Christmas.  It is so heartwarming 
to see our church members excited about picking 
recipients and buying Christmas gifts for them.

Trina Beadle-Kent, manager at Samaritas 
Foster Care, said, “Thank You Good 
Shepherd Lutheran for supporting over 30 
of our children in care for Christmas. 
Samaritas - Foster Care could not do the 
work we do without support from our 
community! Thank You!!”

Good Shepherd's book group will resume on Wednesday, January 16 at 5 pm, at the church. 
January's selection is author Jodi Picoult's novel, Great Small Things. This is the story of a labor 
and delivery nurse, a newborn who dies in the hospital, and the courtroom drama that ensues when 
the baby's parents blame the nurse for his death. This story is based on an event that took place in 
Flint, MI and explores modern racism. It has been called "a page-turner, perfect for book groups".  

This is a book bag selection and Laurie Schuldt will have the books at services on December 30th. 
If you would like a book but will not be at services that day, please contact Laurie at 616-406-9717 
to make arrangements to get one. 

Book Group

Your church council is looking for 3 new 
council members!  We have 3 current 
m e m b e r s w i t h t h e i r t h r e e y e a r 
commitment ending in February.  Council 
meets on the third Tuesday of each month.  
Please see a council member if you are 
interested!! 

Wanted: 3 New Council Members Game Night

Join us Friday, January 25 at 
7 pm for a family friendly 
game night.  Bring your 
favorite games, a snack to 
share and your own beverages.   

https://www.facebook.com/MichiganFosterCare/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC4yZ3iZSB3P4vgJxAKpK3EW5av94XJqtQKuzBG3fbktxgjcrlEx4uyOnq6uTAlX_zj_BulNFrMQN0O&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCvSuDSytIE8aCVQZP4-TjlVvPVXeo_JemyAO7v037TbniSWy7lEculWFV-GrJpKXkzv8pBXYjN4Q24xEiMxU4vmJEpu7ulKsbwEaS6B0IeUyFVWhy-NHHJpm5FNosurOlAd-8MPrWcDkllGv4hF7FaZq0bgYvFYWbHt2gL7RVhuoAWfO_egJ8G-iyFNB0kB-REk6TBzC4FMSd29tbppQkY2wyB_iwr9yqdKd6AWdj77Z_rId5GJxs07U67p03j3RHIw-G50WnTFBrzLSKeQ3YyKciK-1mM45ya_Y6g2kiy3h1gUU7djLEMmpIC9LO7Hnm2fsRB3kdbHA
https://www.facebook.com/MichiganFosterCare/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC4yZ3iZSB3P4vgJxAKpK3EW5av94XJqtQKuzBG3fbktxgjcrlEx4uyOnq6uTAlX_zj_BulNFrMQN0O&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCvSuDSytIE8aCVQZP4-TjlVvPVXeo_JemyAO7v037TbniSWy7lEculWFV-GrJpKXkzv8pBXYjN4Q24xEiMxU4vmJEpu7ulKsbwEaS6B0IeUyFVWhy-NHHJpm5FNosurOlAd-8MPrWcDkllGv4hF7FaZq0bgYvFYWbHt2gL7RVhuoAWfO_egJ8G-iyFNB0kB-REk6TBzC4FMSd29tbppQkY2wyB_iwr9yqdKd6AWdj77Z_rId5GJxs07U67p03j3RHIw-G50WnTFBrzLSKeQ3YyKciK-1mM45ya_Y6g2kiy3h1gUU7djLEMmpIC9LO7Hnm2fsRB3kdbHA


Duane and I would like to thank everyone 
for their support, prayers, cards, and 
good wishes over the past month. I 
FELT the power of your prayers giving me 
strength when he was in the hospital and 
that continues for both of us now that 
he is recuperating at home. We were 
fortunate to have family come from 
miles away to be with us, but I always 
knew that we had our church family 
right here, offering support.  
Thank you so much! Laurie Schuldt

With Many Thanks

Tapestry Women’s Group News

Our Tapestry women's group board was voted into place in 
November.  Kris Norvell and Sharon Wendt remain as co-chairs, Terry 
Grossman as treasurer and our new secretary is Ellen Lichtman.  We 
thank our 2018 board for a job well done and we are looking forward 
to an exciting 2019 for the women of our congregation.  


Tapestry 
Women’s 

       

M
IN
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Weaving 
Relationship

While our Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls program is included as part of Tapestry, we 
focus on additional events that spotlight health and wellness through this program.  If you have 
any ideas that you want to share on programs to include, please talk to one of our board 
members.  We would love to hear from you! 

We are always looking for volunteers to help with our events; please watch for those 
opportunities.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated! 

Mark your calendars for March 2, 2019 from 9 am to 1 pm for our Bold Womens Day.  A 5k fun 
run/walk is also in the planning stages for later in the spring!  More info to come soon.

Thank you for the Santa & bonus.  This year has been up & down for me personally, but always having my 
church family makes the light I need continue to glow. 
Thanks!  Eve Andrus



SUNDAY

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, ELCA

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 6 11

14 15 16 17 18 19

21 22 23 24 25 26

January 2019

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
10:30 am Quilting 
6:30 pm Council 
7:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

Office Closed

13

12

 5

6:00 - 9:00 pm 
Emanuel Asamblea  
de Dios

28

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class  
10:30 am Quilting 
11:00 am  
Community Kitchen 
7:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

7  8 8 10

2nd Sunday 
after Epiphany 

10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Coffee 
11:20 am Sunday 
School 
2:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

Office Closed

20

27 29

Office Closed

10:00 am  
Group Prayer 
6:30 pm Choir

9:30 am  
Women’s Bible Study 
5:00 pm Book Group

9:30 am  
Women’s Bible Study

10:00 am  
Group Prayer 
6:30 pm Choir

10:00 am  
Group Prayer 
6:30 pm Choir

4 1  2  3

Office Closed

10:00 am  
Group Prayer 
6:30 pm Choir

9:30 am  
Women’s Bible Study

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
6:30 pm  
Cub Scouts

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
6:30 pm  
Cub Scouts

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
6:30 pm  
Cub Scouts

6:30 pm  
Cub Scouts

30

9:30 am  
Women’s Bible Study

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
10:30 am Quilting 
7:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
10:30 am Quilting 
7:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

5:15 am Fit4Mom 
Body Back Class 
10:30 am Quilting 
7:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

31

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed Office Closed

05:0 - 8:00 pm 
Emanuel Asamblea  
de Dios

5:00 - 8:00 pm 
Emanuel Asamblea  
de Dios

Epiphany of Our  
Lord 

10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Coffee 
11:20 am Sunday 
School 
2:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

Baptism of Our 
Lord 

10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Coffee 
11:20 am Sunday 
School 
2:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

3rd Sunday 
after Epiphany 

10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Coffee 
11:20 am Sunday 
School 
2:00 pm Emanuel 
Asamblea de Dios

Mark Your 
Calendar 

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, February 
24, 2019

7 pm Game Night

🎲
9 am - noon Little 
Shepherds



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue

Holland, MI  49424

Sunday schedule 
Worship & Celebration  • 10:00 am 
Coffee & Conversation  • 11:15 am 

Sunday School (September - May) • 11:20 am

Visit our web site at 
www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com 
e-mail to gslc.office@icloud.com
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BNORTH

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
corner Quincy & 112th, two miles east of US 31 

Holland Township

http://www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com
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