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Let the Children Come… 

 Throughout my life as a Lutheran I have heard congregations ask the question 
“where are all the young people?” Every congregation I have been a part of  has always been 
pre-occupied with the task of  trying to reach young people, trying to keep the faith 
community going for the next generation. 
 As part of  that next generation I can honestly say that I would not be where I am 
without the guidance and love of  those who welcomed me as a child into the life of  the 
church; faithful people who included me in the daily rituals and rites of  the congregation.  
People like Pastor Betsy, who worked with the children of  our congregation every year in a 
Good Friday worship service; helping us to understand the story of  the passion and working 
with us to proclaim the good news—the story of  Salvation through the mouths of  babes.  
Pastor Betsy showed us the way that worship worked and made us feel comfortable in the 
sanctuary—like it was a place of  comfort rather than a place for silence and stiff  obedience. 
 Pastor Betsy and all of  my youth directors, camp directors, Pastors and lay members 
who walked with me in faith are the main reason that I remained in the Church after 
Confirmation. Faith was modeled for me by those around me and I was invited to taste, 
touch and participate in the life of  worship instead of  just observe it. 
 So how do we do that today?  How do we continue to model the life of  faith for our 
young people?  In our congregation we model that welcoming through our openness to 
children in worship.  During our Celebration service we had youth taking part in many ways, 
and many people commented on how nice it was to see our young people ushering, reading 
and assisting; actively participating in worship and in the Church. I was reminded during that 
service of  how important and loved are the children of  this faith community and how 
important it is for us to embrace and surround our Children as they grow in faith. On 
Reformation Sunday this year four of  our youth--Brian Underhill Jr., Shaina Underhill, Brian 
Hurt and Annika Pearson-- will affirm their Baptism on that Sunday and we as the Church 
will affirm our promise to grow with them in faith.  I encourage you to pray for them as they 
prepare for this rite and share with them your own faith stories.  
 Young people are a gift to us, a way for us to share the story of  our faith and to see 
how their stories shape the church and its mission. Let us continue to support our kids in 
worship, invite them into the community and nurture their faith; embodying Jesus’ command 
to us to “let the children come.” 

 In Service of  Christ, 

    Pastor Jess 

        



CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE

 "A Church”

Composed by Jay Althouse 


A church is the people. A church is a wonderful thing. A church is the people, and oh, what a song 
they can sing. And oh, what a song they can sing.

A church is a building. A church is a beautiful thing. A church is a building, and oh, what a song it 
can sing. And oh, what a song it can sing.

We are a congregation, we are a family, and we come to worship here as one.

We're looking toward the future, but mindful of the past, for there is so much more to be done.

A church is the children. A church is a growing thing. A church is the children, and oh, what a song 
they will sing. And oh, what a song they will sing.

A church is the people, a church is a building, a church is the children, and oh, what a song we will 
sing.


Choir anthem sung during worship; Celebrating God’s Love, An Anniversary Celebration Sunday.
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Our Noisy Offering for September and October
goes to The Gift of Giving 2019.

Classes continue for
Fit4Baby and Stroller Strides.

Fit4Baby - 8:00 am
Stroller Strides - 9:30 am

Every 2nd and 4th Saturday
Now through October 26, 2019

Meet at Helder Park, 
or Good Shepherd if raining

Yoga in the Great Outdoors
Weather permitting

6:30 pm, Last Sunday of each Month

Everyone is Welcome!!

NOISY OFFERING

FIT 4 MOM

Last year we held our first ever “Gift of Giving” at the 
Family Hope Center of Fairbanks Ave. This year we will 
again collect and purchase items to “sell” at our own “store” 
at the Hope Center. The items listed below are suggestions 
that the staff at the Hope Center feels would be useful but also special for the ladies who reside there. The 
children are our shoppers with each child choosing 2 items as gifts for their mother.  We will provide 
wrapping supplies and assist the kids with the wrapping.  The gifts are hidden until Christmas so that the 
children can surprise their mothers.  As much as children want to receive gifts on Christmas there also is a 
joy that they feel when they can give a gift, in this case, to their mother, something they were able to 
“purchase” and wrap. The joy of giving is one of the many lessons we want children to learn.  

Remember we want NEW items with the tags left intact.  Prices will be cut off or blackened with a 
marker. We will use the Noisy Offering funds to purchase items beyond the donations. Remaining money 
will be given to the Family Hope Center for the benefit of the moms and children.

You can participate in serval ways:
Place your coins in the Noisy Offering.
Purchase items from the list below leaving the tags on to stock our store.
Volunteer to set up and/or staff the store on Tuesday, December 11.
Donate Christmas wrapping supplies - wrapping paper, bows, boxes, gift bags, tissue paper, tape.

Gift suggestions:   Please, only NEW items.

Please NO candles, food, knick knacks, winter hats, scarves or gloves.

Fashion scarf
Perfume
Small purse
Small backpack
Hair accessories
Small cosmetic bag

Jewelry
Wallet
Pretty tote bag
Decorative basket
Manicure Set
Small lotion

Small jewelry cases/holders
Journal with a decorative pen
Makeup (eye shadow, eyeliner)
Adult coloring book with pencils
Nail polish and remover



	 GOD’S ABUNDANCE SUNDAY will be celebrated on October 27, 2019.  
The three Sundays previous we will have someone discuss contributions to this 
church and support for its ministries.  On the 27th we will ask you to fill out an 
ESTIMATE OF GIVING card to provide the council some idea about how much to 
budget as income for the 2020 calendar year.  


	 We are using this painting titled “THE ABUNDANCE OF NATURE” to 
remind us of all the glorious gifts we receive from God’s abundance.  A discussion 
about the painting is found elsewhere in this newsletter.


	 Pease review your current contributions to this church and consider 
increasing your time, talent, and treasure so we can continue to support and 
expand the ministries we have been doing.  Pictures of these ministries are being 
posted, when available, to remind us of the ministries our congregation supports 
because of your contributions. 


	 	 Your Stewardship Committee

GOD’S ABUNDANCE SUNDAY

PAPERGATOR PAYS OFF!

Your recycling pays off!

Thanks to you and your paper recycling, Good Shepherd 
received a check for $140.13 this month.  

Keep that paper coming!

Remember, please, no cardboard, or cereal box type 
cardboard.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Movie Nights!

Places of the Heart 
Sunday, November 3, 2019, 5:30 pm - Adults only 

The Star
Sunday, December 1, 2019, 5:30 pm - Family friendly

Youth Fund Raiser Vender Event!

Join the Youth for their Vender Event Fund Raiser.

Saturday, November 9, 2019
8:00 am - 2:00 pm



CELEBRATING GOD’S GENEROSITY

CAN YOU FIND…

14 different flowers?
15 different fruits?
the ladybugs?
the bird’s nest with eggs?
the painter’s signature?

	 This painting is titled “THE ABUNDANCE OF NATURE”.  It was painted in 1855 
by a German born artist named SEVERIN ROESEN.  He immigrated to the United 
States when he was 33 years old.  Seven years later he painted this picture.


We celebrate God’s Abundance because of all the things God provides for us in 
nature and because of the people we love. This picture reminds us of all the glorious 
gifts we receive from God’s abundance.



In Our Prayers… for September 
• Healing/Peace: Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of Sjaardas), Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas 

Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Bryan Blank, Karen Blank, Olivia Boomershine (friends of the Norvells, youngest daughter of 
Ross and Kelly), Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Erlene Haskin, Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum 
(friend of Underhills), Tom Lindsley, Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Bob Lutz, Joan Jose, Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Michael 
Meyer (Ron’s son), Sue Norwick, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), 
Lucina Salinas, Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Som Vixayphone, Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter), Roland Walters, 
(Father-in-law of Tammy) Myrlene Weishaar, Julie Wolff, Kyle Wolff, Bonita Zielke. 

• Prayers for our Planet:  the Amazon Rainforests. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Ruth Bergan (relative of Corinne Becker). 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Emily Driy (friend of Underhills), Erin Peer (granddaughter of Kohsels). 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney and 
Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Eric Johnson (Steve & Kerry’s son), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partner: St. John Lutheran Church, Supply Pastors, Grayling; Florida-Bahamas Synod, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Tampa, Florida; St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Rev. Betsy Kamphuis, Greenville; Grace Lutheran Curch, Rev. Kenneth Scheck,II, Hastings; St. Matthew 
Lutheran, Rev. Leslie Nye, Herron; Trinity Lutheran Church, Rev. Jessica Hahn, Hillsdale.

The Measure of our Love 

Total Sunday Attendance:  330 
Average Sunday Attendance:  66 
Noisy Offering July/August:  $391.42  

NOTES AND THANKSGIVING

YOUR GENEROSITY WORKS

Community Action House

Providing space for the Emanuel 
Asemblea de Dios congregation to 

worship in.
Youth Mission Trip

Your Generosity supports these church ministries and more.



COMMUNITY GARDEN GRANT PROJECT

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

Students, teachers and 
other related professionals 
receiving the Back to 
School blessing from 
Pastor Jessica.  

September 15, 2019.

	 A big thank you to Thrivent for the $250 grant to Holland Community Garden.  And many 
thanks to Deb and Tom Ludwig for securing the grant. The funds were used to purchase a split rail 
fence to be installed around the wildflower area of the garden.  It is an aesthetic border around the 
area and a deterrent to cars and foot traffic in a very diverse and sensitive planting area. 


	 Wildflowers are important to the environment and the community garden in many ways;  
most importantly as a main draw of pollinators, like the bees kept at the garden, and butterflies.  In 
turn, these pollinators fly around the vegetable flowers and pollinate them as well.  Without 
pollination, there would be no vegetables!  


	 Six members of our congregation installed the fence on September 28th. Thank you Andy 
Rohrer, Dennis Willaman, Kerry and Steve Johnson and Kris and Floyd Norvell.  Thank you Lliam 
Johnson for coming out to cheer us on!


	 Barry Andersen, Principal of the Holland Community Garden, was very pleased with the 
donation.  He said that the HCG is blessed to have Good Shepherd Lutheran Church as a partner 
and benefactor.



SEEKING ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

ATTENTION ALL BOOK READERS!

Mission and Outreach Committee: Seeking Additional Members

Can you serve Good Shepherd as a member of the Mission and Outreach Committee?

The Mission and Outreach Committee seeks to identify and recommend ways that our 
congregation can serve our community through prayer, gifts and service.  Examples 
include:

• Coordinating the Noisy Offerings:  gaining an understanding of the congregation’s 
interests and identifying possible recipients and complementary service or 
learning opportunities;

• Establishing and maintaining a process for welcoming visitors to our church;
• Planning our congregation’s participation in the ELCA’s “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Sunday; and
• Managing other outreach tasks as directed by council.

There is a lot of behind-the-scenes work to carry out this work and we need more help 
in order to continue our outreach efforts.

As a member of this committee, you can expect to attend one meeting per month.  
Examples of additional tasks you might take on include:

• Calling local organizations to assess needs and fit for service work and/or 
recipient of Noisy Offering;

• Phone calls with Noisy Offering recipients to determine the nature of the Noisy 
Offering and any speakers/service projects that will accompany the Noisy 
Offering;

• Thinking through service projects to turn ideas into actionable plans;
• Gathering supplies needed for service projects; and
• Writing bulletin inserts and/or newsletter articles to keep the congregation 

informed of outreach opportunities.

Committee members share the above responsibilities in order to balance the workload.  
Please consider joining us for a meeting to see what you can expect as a member of 
the committee.  Our next meeting will be held on November 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm.

For additional information, please see any of the current committee members: 
Kris Norvell, Elizabeth Rohrer, Vicki Russell, and Carolyn Willaman.

Come join us!

Book group had a great first meeting for the year! We met 
at Simpatico on the Northside and discussed An American 
Marriage by Tayari Jones.

October’s meeting will be on Oct. 16th at 4:30, again at 
Simpatico. We are reading Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria 
Semple. Please contact Laurie Schuldt if you would like a copy of 
the book. This is a library book bag selection. 
Laurie.Schuldt@gmail.com. 616-406-9717. 

mailto:Laurie.Schuldt@gmail.com
mailto:Laurie.Schuldt@gmail.com


NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY IN BREEZE

SCHEDULE FOR PASTOR JESS
Beginning September 9, 2019, Pastor Jess' schedule will be as follows:

Mondays: 10:00am-1:00pm, GSLC Office, after 1:00 by appointment, cell phone or email
Tuesdays: By appointment, cell phone, or email
Wednesdays: 10:00am-12:00pm, GSLC Office, after 12:00 by appointment, cell phone or email
Thursdays: By appointment, cell phone or email.
Fridays: DAY OFF--Unavailable except for emergencies
Saturdays: By cell phone or email
Sundays: GSLC Worship, Fellowship and Events.  After 12:00 available by cell-phone and email.

Pastor Jess' email is:   pj.gslc@gmail.com,  and cell phone is:   616-403-4660.

Good Shepherd Church Directory
Our directory is now available online!  Rather than printing and distributing paper copies 

of the directory, it is available through our online church management resource, Breeze.  With 
Breeze, there are two ways you can access the directory:

1.Log into Good Shepherd’s Breeze site at https://gslchollandmi.breezechms.com/login for 
online access to the directory; and/or

2.Download the Breeze app to your mobile device (see www.breezechms.com/mobile-app) 
to access the directory on-the-go (our church ID is gslchollandmi).

We will no longer print and distribute directories from the church office.  We are aware 
of a small number of members without access to a computer to whom printed directories will 
be supplied.  For the rest of us, it will be a self-service application.  

This summer we asked each family to review and update their directory/congregation 
record information.  If you have returned your form, you should have received an invitation to 
create your account for accessing Breeze.  If you have not returned your form, please do so 
as soon as possible.  There is a yellow envelope on the counter in the commons.

Numerous directory updates have been reported through this validation process so you 
will want to reference Breeze for the most current directory information.

We will have a time after church on October 20 
and October 27 to help with any questions you have 
about Breeze.  We can help you set up your 
account, download the app, show you how to print a 
directory or answer any questions you have about 
Breeze.  If you have a laptop or mobile device you 
wish to use, bring it along.  

In the meantime, questions can be directed to 
Elizabeth Rohrer or Vicki Russell.

https://gslchollandmi.breezechms.com/login
http://www.breezechms.com/mobile-app
https://gslchollandmi.breezechms.com/login
http://www.breezechms.com/mobile-app
mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com
mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com


Date October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27

Worship Leader Carolyn Willaman Brian Underhill Julie Hardy
Dennis Willaman & 

Confirmands

Reader(s) Bryan Blank Confirmands

Wine Servers Russells Parrotts Beckers
Wine: 
Bread :

Ushers
Jon Hurt 

Steve Johnson
Stan Kleinjans 

Dennis Willaman
Floyd Norvell 

Don Burmeister
Dan Gutknecht 
Elliott Eisaman

Comm. Prep/ 
Clean-up

Vicki Russell Kris Norvell Jessica Underhill Tammy Walters

Bread Baker ***** ***** Elizabeth Rohrer *****

Nursery Hurts

SERVANTS OF THE DAY: LEADERS AND HELPERS FOR WORSHIP

Church Council: 
Ellie Buggeln             (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com   
Vicki Russell                 (616) 796-8606; Vicki0528@gmail.com 
Tessa Hurt                (616) 856-9266; Jthurtfamily@gmail.com 
Steve Johnson                   (616) 212-6833; sgjcfp@gmail.com 

Sharon Wendt      (616) 399-0204 kiwiynk@yahoo.com 
Debbie Kleinjans (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
Jessica Underhill (616)848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com 
Elliott Eisaman         (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com 
Julie Wolff                         (616) 566-6251; wolffwife@gmail.com

Birthdays
Duncan Hardy 6
Edwin Eisaman 8
Brian Underhill II 9
Som Vixayphone 9
Floyd Norvell 12
Pastor Justin Walker 12
Alex Wagner 19

October
Anniversaries
Pastors Justin & 
               Jessica Rivera-Walker  22
Stan & Debbie Kleinjans  25
Andy & Elizabeth Rohrer  29

mailto:wolffwife@gmail.com
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