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Grace for the Grinch 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!!


	 The season of Advent is upon us, and so are The Holidays. That chaotic, stress filled time of year that 
begins with Halloween and mashes every holiday that happens in November and December together to 
create one loud, jangly, jingly, holly, jolly, stressful period of time during which we often feel we are obligated 
to be constantly filled with Holiday joy and peace.

	 But life is not a Hallmark film, and sometimes The Holiday Season carries with it memories of a loved 
one now gone, anxiety about the gatherings we might be expected or required to attend, or loneliness when 
we don’t have someone to spend time with. The truth of the matter is that in the midst of carol-singing and 
merry-making, many people struggle with feelings of sadness, anxiety and depression. Moreover, those who 
struggle with those feelings often feel as though they can’t be honest about their feelings, even with their 
loved ones, so they try to put on a happy face, which is exhausting.  

	 During this time of year we are inundated with films about crabby, mean people who do mean things 
and somehow they get the holiday spirit and end up happy. Specifically I am thinking of Ebenezer Scrooge 
and The Grinch—two names that often get applied to people who are feeling less than happy during The 
Holidays.  I wonder though, if we look closer, that we might see a deeper message that has more to do with 
Advent than with The Holidays and gives us insight into how to be with our friends and loved ones who may 
be less than merry this season.

	 In both stories these two deeply unhappy people are excluded because of their pain. They are so 
unhappy that no one can stand to be near them. Yet, both characters encounter people who show them 
compassion and love—Bob Cratchett, Nephew Freddy, Max the dog, Cindy Lou Who—without requiring them 
to change who they are. This is grace; loving someone as they are without requiring them to change in order 
to make us feel comfortable. Finally, both stories conclude with the characters witnessing true joy that exists 
and shines without the benefit of material things—it comes from the love that is shared among them—and 
dispels all darkness.

	 In our own very real lives Advent is the time of year that reminds us that there is light in the darkness.  
Practicing Advent; focusing on the coming of the light of Christ into the world, refocuses us on the Divine act 
of love that is Jesus. Through scripture and song we sing about a world in darkness and a God who promises 
light. We experience God dwelling with us—meeting us in our darkness—and we are shown grace.  During 
Advent we have the chance to slow down and remember that we are Beloved of God in Christ Jesus. We 
have the chance to reach out to our loved ones who might be experiencing depression this season and walk 
with them in their darkness, loving them.  If we are in darkness we have the witness of scripture reminding us 
that we are not alone, that God in Jesus walks with us in our sadness, grief and loneliness and that God does 
not expect us to “put on a brave face” because we are loved just as we are.

	 So this Advent, be reminded that it is alright to be sad, to grieve, to feel loneliness. Be also reminded 
that you are not alone; you are loved, you are embraced by God and you belong.  


	 This Advent may we, as the body of Christ, come along side our siblings who are hurting, may we not 
run away from their pain but instead walk with them through it, may we meet Grinches and Scrooges with 
compassion and kindness and, in short, may we be the light of Christ shining through another darkness.  
Amen.


In Service of Christ,       
    Pastor Jess 
Advent Events

	 I encourage you and your friends to join us for a Blue Christmas Prayer Service on Monday, the 23rd 
of December at both 12:00 pm and 6:00 pm.  For those not familiar with this kind of  service, it is a 
contemplative, short worship service often held on or close to the Winter Solstice—the longest night of the 
year—and is intended to be a place of support and hope for those who might be struggling with the season. 
We will sing, read psalms and scripture and pray for ourselves, our loved ones and the world.




BLUE CHRISTMAS PRAYER SERVICES

If the holidays are difficult, come join us
as Pastor Jess leads us in a

Blue Christmas Prayer Service.  

Monday, December 23, 2019
12:00 - 12:30 pm

or
6:00 - 6:30 pm

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

 Christmas Eve Service Schedule: 

  Children and Families Service 
   5:00 pm 

  Traditional Candlelight Service 
   6:30 pm

WOMEN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER

Mark your calendars… 

Women’s Annual Christmas Dinner 
December 16, 2019, 6:00 pm. 

Please join us for an evening of  
music, food, friendship, fun and festivities. 

The evening begins with appetizers and beverages with 
dinner to follow.  

Please bring a personal care item to share with the local 
women’s center. 

Sign up on the clipboard in the Commons



GENEROSITY

Because  
 of Your  
  Generosity…

HOLLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN

Last year Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
provided gifts for children to select and wrap for their 
mothers.  These children are being sheltered with their 
mothers at the FAMILY HOPE CENTER which is 
operated by the Holland Rescue Mission.  There were 
33 children who picked out presents for their moms and 
wrapped them last year.  The gifts and labor for this 
project were provide by Good Shepherd.

Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Just a quick note to say thank you for supporting our Holland 

Community Garden. You may not realize the impact but you helped make it 
possible for us to provide 5,000-6,000 lbs. of fresh produce to the 
community. This is given out to senior feeding programs, at our food pantry 
and at our Community Kitchen.  

In gratitude,

Meagan Maas and Barry Anderson

Fresh produce on the shelves at Community Action House food pantry.

On November 1st, over 20 women of Good Shepherd and their friends came together at 
church to enjoy an art session with Carolyn Stich, a Holland artist, who specializes in group 
painting.  Carolyn is well known for her fun events and we had a great time painting scenes on 
glass.  Carolyn's expert help turned us into some great artists! It was a wonderful time spent with 
blessed friends.

ART WORKSHOP WITH CAROLYN STICH



	 	 


	 Council has approved a plan to update our nursery and Sunday school classroom.  The plan 
consists of patching up the walls and fresh paint in both rooms, addition of a cupboard in the 
nursery, moving a dry erase board from the classroom to the nursery, a chalkboard wall in the 
nursery, a rug in the classroom along with the necessary items to make this useful for teaching and 
learning.


	 Another part of this update, that has not been developed or approved by council, will be to 
purchase new toys.  On Sunday, January 12, 2020 following worship there will be a meeting for 
anyone interested in deciding which toys we will furnish the nursery with.  Anyone who has ideas 
for toys in our nursery is invited!  You are asked to come with a printout of your suggestions that 
include a picture, product overview, appropriate age and price.  We are looking for things that can 
be used by both girls and boys, for ages infant to 4 years old, minimal or no extra pieces, 
educational, durable and can easily be stored.


What will happen to the toys that are in there now?  The toys that are in the nursery now will either 
be kept (if in very good condition), donated or thrown away.  This won't happen until late January 
2020 if council approves the plan.


What if I don't have nursery aged kids any more, but have ideas?  ANYONE is invited!


What if I have ideas, but can't make the meeting?  Don't fret!  Send your suggestion links to 
Jessica Underhill (brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com).


Can I donate toys that I find at a thrift store?  Maybe and no.  You need prior authorization from 
council to donate items to the church.  We are trying to keep the amount of toys to a small 
amount.  There is too much in there now.  It is a lot to keep track of (where are those puzzle 
pieces?) and clean up.


Where are the funds to pay for this coming from?  A generous donation was received for Sunday 
school.  There will be plenty left when the updates are complete.


If you have any additional questions or would like more information, 
please contact Jessica Underhill

NURSERY & SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM UPDATES

mailto:brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com
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	 It is that time of year for you to prayerfully consider being a member of church council.  Ending their 
three year terms in February are Vicki Russell, Julie Wolff and Steve Johnson.  Ending her one year term is 
Sharon Wendt.  Remaining on council are Ellie Buggeln, Tessa Hurt, Debbie Kleinjans, Elliott Eisaman, 
Jessica Underhill and Pastor Jessica.


	 Thank you to our outgoing council members for doing God's work within our church.  You are very 
much appreciated!


	 In February 2020 we will need to elect four new council members.  There may be an additional two 
due to the possibility that a few of the remaining members may not be able to fulfill their terms.  That's six 
folks!!!


	 If you are feeling the holy spirit nudging you, please talk to a council member as soon as possible.  
Please know too, that you will be asked.


  *´¨)  
  ¸.·´¸.·*´¨)   ¸.·*¨)  
(¸.·´     (¸.·´      Jessica

SEARCHING FOR NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

	 For the past several years, Mike Russell has overseen our building and grounds.  From 
sound board to plumbing to air conditioning, Mike had it covered.  As of the end of 2019, Mike will 
no longer be part of the building and grounds.  He feels called to other areas of our church life.


Thank you Mike for your time and talent, you are appreciated. 
	 This is a huge job that council feels should be divvied up.  Some of the items that need to be 
covered are:


   	 sound system, HVAC heating and cooling, plumbing, baptismal font, lighting inside & out, 	
	 lawn maintenance contract, power doors, furniture maintenance, door locks & keys, septic

    	 system, shed, lighting, roof, EPS alarm system, landscape plan, snow removal service,

    	 fire suppression systems, office equipment, insurance inspections, township inspections,

    	 Spring & Fall cleanups, phone system, AED equipment and more.


	 Are you looking at this list like I was and thinking, 'I don't have any idea how to do that or 
how it works!'  Fear not, Mike is willing to go over things with anyone interested through the end of 
the year.  He is also available to answer questions for those who are interested but not sure.


	 We are looking for several men and women to take these on.  If you are interested in helping 
maintain our building and grounds, please contact Jessica Underhill right away. 


LOOKING FOR BUILDING AND GROUNDS HELP



Our Noisy Offering
for November and December is going to 

Emanuel Asamblea de Dios 
for their building fund.

Classes continue for
Fit4Baby and Stroller Strides.

Fit4Baby - 8:00 am
Stroller Strides - 9:30 am

Every 2nd and 4th Saturday

Please note the change of date!
The December 28 session has been 

changed to December 7

Yoga in the Great Outdoors
Weather permitting or in the Commons 
6:30 pm, Last Sunday of each Month

Everyone is Welcome!!

NOISY OFFERING

Movie Night!

The Star
Sunday, December 1, 2019, 5:30 pm - Family friendly

Please BYOB—we will have popcorn and lemonade.

FIT 4 MOM

MOVIE NIGHT

	 For 15 years Good Shepherd met and worshipped in various locations while saving 
and planning for a church building.  During that time we received occasional donations to 
our building fund from unexpected sources.  It is time for us to pay it forward.  Our 
November and December noisy offering will go to Emanuel Assembly of God for their 
building fund.  Please give generously as people gave to us.


	 Emanuel Assembly of God has been renting our building to hold their worship 
services and Bible study groups for nearly 5 years.  Not only are they paying rent but they 
show up and help on work days, they have donated paper goods, and their members make 
up half of our building cleaning teams.  When our septic system control panel shorted out 
causing expensive repairs the AOG congregation took up a special offering to help cover 
those costs.


	 As we did 25 years ago, they have a building fund so they can eventually have their 
own building.  Our November/December Noisy Offering will be a special donation to their 
building fund.



On November 17th, Good Shepherd Lutheran and Emanuel Assembly of God congregations shared a 
combined Thanksgiving service.  It was a moving and uplifting experience for both congregations.  We 
joined in fellowship to praise God and celebrate communion.  The service included a moving play by 
Emanuel congregations members about trusting in God to provide for our needs and a wonderful children's 
sermon about the miracle of Jesus and his 12 disciples serving 5000 people with 5 barley cakes and 2 fish 
(Luke 9). After our service, we all enjoyed a wonderful potluck lunch prepared by both congregations.

GSLC AND EMANUEL ASAMBLEA de DIOS COMBINED SERVICE

Pastor Roberto

Singing together

Children’s sermon, the 5 loaves and 2 fishes

Trusting in God to 
provide.

A scene in a play put on 
by the members of 
Emanuel A. de D. 



CAN WE LOWER OUR MORTGAGE LOAN PAYMENTS? 
	 Our current mortgage payment is $4,258 monthly which is $51,096 annually.  This is a major 
portion of our budget.  On Nov. 1, 2020 the interest rate for our loan will no longer be fixed at 
3.875%.  It will be the current interest rate that is charged on new loans as of Sept. 15, 2020.  

That rate will be fixed for the next 5 years of our loan.  


	 Our principal owed on Nov. 1, 2020 is expected to be approximately $219,000.  If we can 
lower our principal owed to an even lower amount before Nov. 1, 2020 we could lower our monthly 
payment for the next 5 years.  Our loan company, the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA, 
calculated that if we could lower our principal by an extra $35,000 we might have a payment of 
$3,367 monthly.  This would reduce our loan payment to $40,404 annually.  A big help over what 
we are paying currently.


Can we raise an extra $35,000 before Nov. 1, 2020 to make this happen?  


	 If you are inclined to help make this happen with whatever you can afford for the next 11 
months, please consider doing that.  Your gifts to the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mortgage 
Fund will collect these funds and will be used to lower our principal owed by Nov. 1, 2020.  


Remember: this needs to be extra funds over and above what we are already 
giving because we will have to pay our current monthly loan payment of $4,258 
each month through Nov. 1, 2020.  Any extra contribution, no matter how small, 
will be combined with others and used to lower the principal owed.  


	 If you have any questions please contact Dennis Willaman, at 616-335-2447 

or email him at willamandennis780@gmail.com.

LOWERING OUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS



MANY THANKS

READERS AND LEADERS NEEDED

	 Several women of Good Shepherd 
created a gift basket to help a family feel a little 
love from our congregation.  The family, friends 
of many GSLC members, has a daughter that 
needs a new heart.  The basket included games 
for the girls, a Soul Weavings prayer book for 
mom, and various gift cards for movies, gas, 
etc.  The Chuckie Cheese gift card was a big hit 
with the girls and will help them enjoy some 
much needed fun.  We received this thoughtful 
thank you note from the family: 


	 "Thank you so much for the very 
thoughtful, generous gift basket for our family!  It 
makes us feel so loved and supported!  Reading 
your card brought tears to my eyes; thank you 
for your prayers and believing with us that Olivia 
will get a new heart and soon!  I look forward to 
reading and reflecting with the prayer book, 
especially on the difficult days.  The girls 
immediately started feeding our pet treats to our 
pets and playing with the sticker scene books 
(so fun!) We are excited to be able to plan some 
fun family outings without struggling to find 
room in our budget as I am not able to work 
much.  The girls have been asking to see Frozen 
2 in the theater and now we can simply say yes.  
We will surely use the gas card on our many 
trips back and forth to the U of M (hospital) as 
well.  Thank you so much for being such a 
blessing to our family with your thoughtfulness, 
generosity, prayers and by being the hands and 
feet of Jesus for us."

Can you read?   Can you lead?   Then we need you!

Our list of volunteers is growing shorter. Can you help us out?

Worship Leaders are provided with the worship liturgy and a 
copy of the prayers mid-week each time they serve.  

Readers are provided with the selected readings mid-week.

Want to sign-up or need more info?  Contact Dennis Willaman 
or Deb in the office.



We, the council, will be making changes to our congregations constitution.


	 “The Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
like the other governing documents of this church, reflects the theology and polity of this church as 
it organizes itself to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, share the sacraments, reach out to the 
neighbor with good news and share the love of God in the world. Each expression of this church — 
churchwide, synod, and congregation — is held together in a relationship of interdependence that 
encourages each to respond to its context. These documents also demonstrate our commitment 
to seeing ourselves with others as part of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. As such, 
the Model Constitution for Congregations is deeply rooted in Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, 
and the history of this church and its predecessors.”

	 “The Model Constitution for Congregations was adopted by the Constituting Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as required by the Constitutions, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This current edition of the 
Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America contains 
changes adopted by all churchwide assemblies, including the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly in 
2019. It is consistent with the requirements of the governing documents of the ELCA’s churchwide 
organization and synods, and it provides organizational flexibility to recognize the context of local 
congregations.”


This was taken from the ELCA website: https://www.elca.org/About/Churchwide/Office-of-the-
Secretary/Constitutions


More information can be found on the Mitten Synod website: https://www.mittensynod.org/
congregations/resources-for-congregations/


	 While we are updating our constitution, council is also changing the number of council 
members it requires to serve at any given time.  Instead of nine members, we will require five.  

It has been hard recruiting members for our church council.  With our size of church it makes 
sense to have fewer members on council.  The details of how many members we will vote on each 
year and terms will be determined at a later date.


	 Another addition will be to keep the treasurer (finance manager) consistent for a number of 
years.  This person will be appointed by council and will serve an agreed upon number of years.  

In other words, there will not be a "treasurer" position on the executive board of council.  This will 
maintain consistency and help with paper work, book keeping and communications.


	 Continuing with requiring nine members will inhibit the work of church council.  If we can't 
find the for sure four new members we need, then we are left with five.  That is our quoram number 
in order to vote on things.  Throw in the occasional illness, something else comes up or forgetting 

a meeting, then we do not have enough council members to vote on anything.


	 This will need congregation approval, that will be voted on at the February 2020 annual 
congregational meeting.  Please do not wait until then to bring up your questions, comments 

or concerns.  If you would like to have a discussion before the annual meeting, please contact 
Jessica Underhill.  It takes time to work with synod on constitution changes.  By having 
discussions early, it will save time and work.

NEWS FROM COUNCIL - CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES
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In Our Prayers… 
• Our sympathies: to Julie Wolff, families and friends on the passing of Jerry Wolff, Nov. 6, 2019. Also to the family and friends of Grace 

Payne who has passed away. 

• Healing/Peace:, Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Bryan Blank, Karen Blank, 
Olivia Boomershine (friends of the Norvells, youngest daughter of Ross and Kelly), Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Carol Essig (Bret 
D’Agostino’s aunt), Erlene Haskin, Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of 
Sjaardas), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Tom Lindsley, Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Bob Lutz, Joan 
Jose, Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Michael Meyer (Ron’s son), Nana (Som’s god-daughter), Alex Norvell (Kris and Floyd’s nephew), Sue 
Norwick, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Katherine Slee (friend of 
Beckers), Som Vixayphone, Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter), Roland Walters, (Father-in-law of Tammy) Pattie Weerstra 
(friend of Kris Norvell), Myrlene Weishaar, Jerry Wolff, Bonita Zielke. 

• Prayers for our Planet:  the Amazon Rainforests, Western U.S. and Australia (wildfires), Flooded areas around the world. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Ruth Bergan (relative of Corinne Becker). Allan Malan (Eve’s dad). 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Emily Driy (friend of Underhills). 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney and 
Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Eric Johnson (Steve & Kerry’s son), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partners:  St. James Lutheran Church, Rev. Martha Porter-Reid, Jackson; Lutheran Church of the Savior, Rev. Nicole Smith, 
Kalamazoo; Alaska Synod, Bishop Shelley Wickstrom, Anchorage, Alaska; Trinity Lutheran Church, Revs. Ken Johnson and Jacob 
Lehman, Kalamazoo; Bethany Lutheran Church, Rev. Zachary Nelson, Kaleva.

Church Council: 
Ellie Buggeln             (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com   
Vicki Russell                 (616) 796-8606; Vicki0528@gmail.com 
Tessa Hurt                (616) 856-9266; Jthurtfamily@gmail.com 
Steve Johnson                   (616) 212-6833; sgjcfp@gmail.com 

Sharon Wendt      (616) 399-0204 kiwiynk@yahoo.com 
Debbie Kleinjans (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
Jessica Underhill (616)848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com 
Elliott Eisaman         (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com 
Julie Wolff                         (616) 566-6251; wolffwife@gmail.com

The Measure of our Love 
Total Sunday Attendance: 241 
Average Sunday Attendance: 60  

Beginning September 9, 2019, Pastor Jess' schedule will be as follows:

Mondays: 10:00am-1:00pm, GSLC Office, after 1:00 by appointment, cell phone or email
Tuesdays: By appointment, cell phone, or email
Wednesdays: 10:00am-12:00pm, GSLC Office, after 12:00 by appointment, cell phone or email
Thursdays: By appointment, cell phone or email.
Fridays: DAY OFF--Unavailable except for emergencies
Saturdays: By cell phone or email
Sundays: GSLC Worship, Fellowship and Events.  After 12:00 available by cell-phone and email.

Pastor Jess' email is:   pj.gslc@gmail.com,  and cell phone is:   616-403-4660.

SCHEDULE FOR PASTOR JESS
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Date December 1 December 8 
December 15 

Children’s  
Program

December 22
December 24 
Candlelight 

Service
December 29

Worship Leader Carolyn Willaman Dennis Willaman Pastor Jessica Brian Underhill Pastor Jessica Tom Ludwig

Reader(s) Tammy Walters
Chris 

Martinson
Children Chris Manzo

Chris Manzo 
Sharon Wendt 
Bryan Blank 
Deb Ludwig

Sharon Wendt

Wine Servers Russells
Chris Manzo 
Bryan Blank

Beckers
Chris Manzo  
Deb Ludwig

Russells Wendts

Ushers
Mike Russell 

Dennis Willaman
Elliott Eisaman 
Dan Gutknecht

Andy Rohrer 
Duane Schuldt

Jim Dyke 
Don Burmeister

Jon Hurt 
Steve Johnson

Stan Kleinjans 
Dennis Willaman

Comm. Prep/ 
Clean-up

Vicki Russell
Pam Evans 

Dan Gutknecht
Jessica Underhill

Pam Evans & 
Dan Gutknecht

Deb Ludwig Deb Ludwig

Bread Baker Terry Grossman ***** ***** Julia Wentz ***** *****

Nursery Hurts

SERVANTS OF THE DAY: LEADERS AND HELPERS FOR WORSHIP

Birthdays
Jenny Ponstein - 1
Benjamin Rohrer - 2
Jennifer Zylstra - 12
David Wendt - 13
Mike Russell - 23
Chris Manzo - 25
Joan Jose - 27
Nancy Hazekamp - 30
Ron Meyer - 31

December
Anniversaries
 Som & Chan Vixayphone - 24
Corinne & Jurgen Becker - 30



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue

Holland, MI  49424 

Sunday schedule 
Worship & Celebration  • 10:00 am 
Coffee & Conversation  • 11:15 am 

Sunday School (September - May) • 11:20 am

Visit our web site at 
www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com 
e-mail to gslc.office@icloud.com
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