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Ringing in the New 
Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.


Blessed New Year!!

	 Traditionally this is the time when we review the year that is behind us and set our bold new 
intentions for the year ahead.  For some of us it is getting our lives organized or getting healthy. For 
others of us, our intentions for 2020 may include renewing relationships or spending more time 
cultivating them. For all of us, staying true to our intentions requires support, patience and prayer.

As we enter into 2020 as a faith community, I have two Pastoral intentions that would like to share 
with you.


1. Focus on relationships and connection: Pastoral care and pastoral relationships are important 
parts of my call to Good Shepherd and my goal is to regularly connect with each member and 
family; so, beginning in the new year I will be posting some “connection times” that I will be 
available to meet with you and talk about whatever is on your mind and heart. The aim of these 
times is to continue to get to know you and to discover ways in which I can support and pray for 
you.  Simply sign up for a time and I would be happy to grab a cup of coffee at your favorite spot, 
go for a walk in great weather or meet with you at home or at church. 


2. Focus on listening: I am very open to feedback, I want to hear what you are thinking about, 
asking questions about and connecting with. What sermon topics have touched you?  What 
topics and issues are relevant to you? Do the sermons put you to sleep or energize you? So, to 
help me listen you will soon be seeing a “Lifting Up” box in the fellowship area. This box is for 
questions that you have about a sermon, a scripture reading or part of the service. It is also for 
general spiritual questions that you might want to discuss and topics that you want to explore 
within the faith community.  I will also be creating a “mystery box” for children’s sermons; this 
box will be given to a child each week to take home with them.  They can put any object that they 
like in the box (or any question) and the following Sunday morning I will focus my children’s 
sermon on that object or question.  My hope is that these tools will foster open communication 
and mutual ministry that is relevant to our faith community.


	 In addition to these intentions I am also expanding my office hours—The following days and 
hours you can find me in the office, if there is an exception it will be posted.


	 Monday 	 9:30 am - 4:30 pm

	 Wednesday 	 10:00 am -11:30 am WELCA Bible Study and 1:30 pm -4:30 pm

	 Thursday 	 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm


	 Times when I am not listed as “in the office” I will be available by cell phone 616-403-4660 
and you can always check Facebook to see if I am working “out in the community”.

	 I humbly ask for your support and prayers in this ministry as I will continue to support Good 
Shepherd and pray for all of you.  


In Service of Christ,       
    Pastor Jess 



GENEROSITY
Because  
 of Your  
  Generosity…

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Once again, good 

Shepherd Lutheran church 
generously provided Christmas 
gifts for foster children of 
Samaritas and for seniors of 
Rest Haven. 37 children and 20 
seniors would not have had a 
special Christmas without the 
gifts our congregation donated. 
Every year the members of our 
church join together to help 
make Christmas special for 
these children and seniors. 
Thank You!

To Good Shepherd Lutheran Church:
Happiest Holidays, Thank you for your generosity to our 

residents and thank you for being a part of Resthaven this year.

Blessings!

Samaritas gift pick-up

The Good Shepherd Quilting Ministry 
produced over 100 quilts this year.  Some of 
the quilts are sold and the money is used to 
purchase more material to produce more 
quilts.  These quilts are sent to Lutheran 
World Relief and distributed throughout the 
world to refugees and others in need.  Five 
to ten women meet weekly to sew, tie, cut, 
and create each quilt.  This ministry has 
been active since the beginning of this 
congregation.

…Thank you all so much for your generosity. 
 Trina Kent, MCJA 
 Resource Family Development-Supervisor 
 Samaritas - 85 Years of Impact



GIFT OF GIVING

BOOK CLUB NEWS
January’s Book Is In!!

The book for January's Book Group meeting is here! Eleanor Oliphant 
is Completely Fine is a book bag selection by Gail Honeyman. This 
book has been called "a truly original literary creation" "funny, 
touching, and unpredictable". See or call Laurie Schuldt 
(616-406-9717) to get a copy of the book and join us at Simpatico on 
Holland's North side on January 15th at 4:30 pm to discuss. 

Gift of Giving 

The Gift of Giving Event was held at the Family Hope Center on December 11, 2019.  Your Mission 
and Outreach Team ( Elizabeth Rohrer, Kris Norvell, Carolyn Willaman, Vicki Russell and Pastor Jessica) 
planned this event so that the children residing at the Center could shop for a present to give to their mom 
on Christmas morning.  Gifts were donated and purchased with money collected during our September and 
October noisy offering.   The store was set up so the 43 children could make a selection and wrap it, 
complete with a bow and gift tag.  The gifts will be hidden so the Center staff can distribute them 
Christmas Eve.  The  children were assisted by our store volunteers, Dawn Sjaarda, Jessica and Shaina 
Underhill, Carolyn Willaman, Marijo Cramer, Pastor Jessica and Vicki Russell.  We were very impressed by the 
number of children who thanked us for letting them shop for their mom.  We received this note:

Vicki and all,
THANK YOU for the way you served our women and children last week! The Christmas store was 

beautiful and so well-thought out. Each gift was intentionally put together for our kids to select - I was so 
impressed! 

Please express our thanks to your congregation for all that they did to support this event. It truly is 
a special time for our kids and moms.

I hope you know how much we appreciate you and the impact you've made. 🙂

Merry Christmas! 
RACHAEL NEAL 



Our Noisy Offering
for January and February is going to 

a congregational family in need.

NOISY OFFERING

	 	 

	 Council has approved a plan to update our nursery and Sunday school classroom.  The plan 
consists of patching up the walls and fresh paint in both rooms, addition of a cupboard in the 
nursery, moving a dry erase board from the classroom to the nursery, a chalkboard wall in the 
nursery, a rug in the classroom along with the necessary items to make this useful for teaching and 
learning.


	 Another part of this update, that has not been developed or approved by council, will be to 
purchase new toys.  On Sunday, January 12, 2020 following worship there will be a meeting for 
anyone interested in deciding which toys we will furnish the nursery with.  Anyone who has ideas 
for toys in our nursery is invited!  You are asked to come with a printout of your suggestions that 
include a picture, product overview, appropriate age and price.  We are looking for things that can 
be used by both girls and boys, for ages infant to 4 years old, minimal or no extra pieces, 
educational, durable and can easily be stored.


What will happen to the toys that are in there now?  The toys that are in the nursery now will either 
be kept (if in very good condition), donated or thrown away.  This won't happen until late January 
2020 if council approves the plan.


What if I don't have nursery aged kids any more, but have ideas?  ANYONE is invited!


What if I have ideas, but can't make the meeting?  Don't fret!  Send your suggestion links to 
Jessica Underhill (brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com).


Can I donate toys that I find at a thrift store?  Maybe and no.  You need prior authorization from 
council to donate items to the church.  We are trying to keep the amount of toys to a small 
amount.  There is too much in there now.  It is a lot to keep track of (where are those puzzle 
pieces?) and clean up.


Where are the funds to pay for this coming from?  A generous donation was received for Sunday 
school.  There will be plenty left when the updates are complete.


If you have any additional questions or would like more information, please contact 

Jessica Underhill

NURSERY & SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM UPDATES



READERS AND LEADERS NEEDED
Can you read?   Can you lead?   Then we need you!

Our list of volunteers is growing shorter. Can you help us out?

Worship Leaders are provided with the worship liturgy and a 
copy of the prayers mid-week each time they serve.  

Readers are provided with the selected readings mid-week.

Want to sign-up or need more info?  
Contact Dennis Willaman: willamandennis780@gmail.com or 

Deb in the office: gslc.office@icloud.com

	 It is that time of year for you to prayerfully consider being a member of church council.  Ending their 
three year terms in February are Vicki Russell, Julie Wolff and Steve Johnson.  Ending her one year term is 
Sharon Wendt.  Remaining on council are Ellie Buggeln, Tessa Hurt, Debbie Kleinjans, Elliott Eisaman, 
Jessica Underhill and Pastor Jessica.


	 Thank you to our outgoing council members for doing God's work within our church.  You are very 
much appreciated!


	 In February 2020 we will need to elect four new council members.  There may be an additional two 
due to the possibility that a few of the remaining members may not be able to fulfill their terms.  That's six 
folks!!!


	 If you are feeling the holy spirit nudging you, please talk to a council member as soon as possible.  
Please know too, that you will be asked.


  *´¨)  
  ¸.·´¸.·*´¨)   ¸.·*¨)  
(¸.·´     (¸.·´      Jessica

SEARCHING FOR NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

	 Building and Grounds is a huge job and Council feels it should be divided up.  Some of the 
items that need to be covered are:


   	 sound system, HVAC heating and cooling, plumbing, baptismal font, lighting inside & out, 	
	 lawn maintenance contract, power doors, furniture maintenance, door locks & keys, septic

    	 system, shed, lighting, roof, EPS alarm system, landscape plan, snow removal service,

    	 fire suppression systems, office equipment, insurance inspections, township inspections,

    	 Spring & Fall cleanups, phone system, AED equipment and more.


	 Are you looking at this list like I was and thinking, 'I don't have any idea how to do that or 
how it works!'  Fear not, Mike is available to answer questions for those who are interested but not 
sure.

	 We are looking for several men and women to take these on.  If you are interested in helping 
maintain our building and grounds, please contact Jessica Underhill right away at	 	 	
	 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com or (616) 848-9367.


LOOKING FOR BUILDING AND GROUNDS HELP



Body Back Preview Class
January 21, 2020, 5:15 am

Prenatal Preview Class
January 22, 2020, 6:30 pm

Come Join Us!

Yoga in the Great Outdoors
Weather permitting or in the Commons 
6:30 pm, Last Sunday of each Month

Everyone is Welcome!!

FIT 4 MOM

SALEM LUTHERAN-FLINT WATER CRISIS

Thanks for supporting Salem Lutheran in mission and ministry 
during 2019.  May you have a blessed Christmas and a fulfilling 
New Year.  Salem appreciates your generosity especially during the 

Beginning January 5, 2019, Pastor Jess' schedule will be as follows:

Mondays: 9:30am - 4:30pm, GSLC Office
Tuesdays: By appointment, cell phone, or email
Wednesdays: 10:00am-11:30am, (Bible Study), 1:30pm-4:30pm, GSLC Office
Thursdays: 12:30pm-4:30pm, GSLC Office
Fridays: DAY OFF--Unavailable except for emergencies
Saturdays: By cell phone or email
Sundays: GSLC Worship, Fellowship and Events.  After 12:00 available by cell-phone and email.

Pastor Jess' email is:   pj.gslc@gmail.com,  and cell phone is:   616-403-4660.

PASTOR’S NEW SCHEDULE



WHAT DOES “10C-P” MEAN?  
 This designation “10C-P” designates extra contributions to the church’s Mortgage Fund that will be 
used to pay down the principal on the loan. The 10C is the Mortgage Fund account number and the P will 
be for the principal  

 Our current mortgage payment is $4,258 monthly which is $51,096 annually. This is a major portion 
of our budget. On Nov. 1, 2020 the interest rate for our loan will no longer be fixed at 3.875%. It will be the 
current interest rate that is charged on new loans as of Sept. 15, 2020. That rate will be fixed for the next 5 
years of our loan.  

 Our principal owed on Nov. 1, 2020 is expected to be approximately $219,000. If we can lower our 
principal owed to an even lower amount before Nov. 1, 2020 we could lower our monthly payment for the 
next 5 years. Our loan company, the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA, calculated that if we could 
lower our principal by an extra $35,000 we might have a payment of $3,367 monthly. This would reduce 
our loan payment to $40,404 annually. A big help over what we are paying currently.  

Can we raise an extra $35,000 before Nov. 1, 2020 to make this happen?  

 If you are inclined to help make this happen with whatever you can afford for the next 10 months, 
please consider doing that. Your gifts should be marked “10C-P” and they will be used to lower our 
principal owed by Nov. 1, 2020.  

 Remember: this needs to be extra funds over and above what we are already receiving because we 
will have to pay our current monthly loan payment of $4,258 each month through Nov. 1, 2020. Any extra 
contribution, designated “10C-P”, no matter how small, will be used to lower the principal owed.  

If you have any questions please contact:


	  Dennis Willaman, at 616-335-2447 or email at willamandennis780@gmail.com.  

LOWERING OUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS



We, the council, will be making changes to our congregations constitution.


	 “The Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
like the other governing documents of this church, reflects the theology and polity of this church as 
it organizes itself to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, share the sacraments, reach out to the 
neighbor with good news and share the love of God in the world. Each expression of this church — 
churchwide, synod, and congregation — is held together in a relationship of interdependence that 
encourages each to respond to its context. These documents also demonstrate our commitment 
to seeing ourselves with others as part of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. As such, 
the Model Constitution for Congregations is deeply rooted in Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, 
and the history of this church and its predecessors.”

	 “The Model Constitution for Congregations was adopted by the Constituting Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as required by the Constitutions, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This current edition of the 
Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America contains 
changes adopted by all churchwide assemblies, including the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly in 
2019. It is consistent with the requirements of the governing documents of the ELCA’s churchwide 
organization and synods, and it provides organizational flexibility to recognize the context of local 
congregations.”


This was taken from the ELCA website: https://www.elca.org/About/Churchwide/Office-of-the-
Secretary/Constitutions


More information can be found on the Mitten Synod website: https://www.mittensynod.org/
congregations/resources-for-congregations/


	 While we are updating our constitution, council is also changing the number of council 
members it requires to serve at any given time.  Instead of nine members, we will require five.  

It has been hard recruiting members for our church council.  With our size of church it makes 
sense to have fewer members on council.  The details of how many members we will vote on each 
year and terms will be determined at a later date.


	 Another addition will be to keep the treasurer (finance manager) consistent for a number of 
years.  This person will be appointed by council and will serve an agreed upon number of years.  

In other words, there will not be a "treasurer" position on the executive board of council.  This will 
maintain consistency and help with paper work, book keeping and communications.


	 Continuing with requiring nine members will inhibit the work of church council.  If we can't 
find the for sure four new members we need, then we are left with five.  That is our quoram number 
in order to vote on things.  Throw in the occasional illness, something else comes up or forgetting 

a meeting, then we do not have enough council members to vote on anything.


	 This will need congregation approval, that will be voted on at the February 2020 annual 
congregational meeting.  Please do not wait until then to bring up your questions, comments 

or concerns.  If you would like to have a discussion before the annual meeting, please contact 
Jessica Underhill.  It takes time to work with synod on constitution changes.  By having 
discussions early, it will save time and work.

NEWS FROM COUNCIL - CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES



In Our Prayers…for December 
• Our sympathies: to Julie Wolff, families and friends on the passing of Jerry Wolff, Nov. 6, 2019. Also to the family and friends of Grace 

Payne who has passed away. 

• Healing/Peace:, Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Bryan Blank, Karen Blank, 
Olivia Boomershine (friends of the Norvells, youngest daughter of Ross and Kelly), Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Carol Essig (Bret 
D’Agostino’s aunt), Erlene Haskin, Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of 
Sjaardas), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Tom Lindsley, Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Bob Lutz, Joan 
Jose, Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Michael Meyer (Ron’s son), Nana (Som’s god-daughter), Alex Norvell (Kris and Floyd’s nephew), Sue 
Norwick, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Katherine Slee (friend of 
Beckers), Som Vixayphone, Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter), Roland Walters, (Father-in-law of Tammy) Pattie Weerstra 
(friend of Kris Norvell), Myrlene Weishaar, Jerry Wolff, Bonita Zielke. 

• Prayers for our Planet:  the Amazon Rainforests, Western U.S. and Australia (wildfires), Flooded areas around the world. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Ruth Bergan (relative of Corinne Becker). Allan Malan (Eve’s dad). 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Emily Driy (friend of Underhills). 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney and 
Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Eric Johnson (Steve & Kerry’s son), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partners: Mamrelund Lutheran Church, Rev. Michael Conklin, Lake City; Northwest Washington Synod, Bish. Shelley Bryan 
Wee, Seattle, WA; St. John Lutheran Church, Revs. Matthew Smith & John Burow, Lansing; Calvary Lutheran Church, Supply Pastors, 
Lansing; Grace Lutheran Church, Rev. John Schleicher, Supply, Lansing.

Church Council: 
Ellie Buggeln             (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com   
Vicki Russell                 (616) 796-8606; Vicki0528@gmail.com 
Tessa Hurt                (616) 856-9266; Jthurtfamily@gmail.com 
Steve Johnson                   (616) 212-6833; sgjcfp@gmail.com 

Sharon Wendt      (616) 399-0204 kiwiynk@yahoo.com 
Debbie Kleinjans (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
Jessica Underhill (616)848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com 
Elliott Eisaman         (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com 
Julie Wolff                         (616) 566-6251; wolffwife@gmail.com

The Measure of our Love 
Total Sunday Attendance:  391 
Average Sunday Attendance:  78 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Attendance:  42 
Nov./Dec. Noisy Offering:  $851.84 

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE
Saints at Good Shepherd,

What a joy to receive your note to tell us 
you prayed for us in November.  God is at work 
through you!  Come Visit!

Advent  joy,

The Staff of the Alaska Synod, ELCA

rec’d Dec. 30, 2019



Date January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26

Worship Leader Dennis Willaman Deb Ludwig Carolyn Willaman Tom Ludwig

Reader(s) Bryan Blank Chris Manzo Chris Manzo

Wine Servers Parrotts Beckers Russells
Chris Manzo & 

????

Ushers
Stan Kleinjans 

Don Burmeister
Elliott Eisaman 
Dan Gutknecht

Andy Rohrer 
Mike Russell

Jim Dyke 
Duane Schuldt

Comm. Prep/ 
Clean-up

Deb Ludwig Tammy Walters Vicki Russell
Pam Evans & 

Dan Gutknecht

Bread Baker ***** Steve Johnson ***** *****

Nursery

SERVANTS OF THE DAY: LEADERS AND HELPERS FOR WORSHIP

Birthdays
Jessica Bacon 5
Dan Gutknecht 2
Brian Hurt 23
Alex Johnson 17
Annika Pearson 22
Lisa Pearson 27
Lois Robinson 10
Andy Rohrer 21
James Walker 30
Dennis Willaman 2

January
Anniversaries
Dennis and Carolyn Willaman 13


