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Remembering Our Beloved 

Grace and Peace to you!
As I write these words I am aware of the grief that is so very present in our 

faith community right now as we process the news that another of our friends, 
Jurgen Becker, has passed away.  

It is a difficult thing for a faith community as close as ours to face the loss of 
two beloved—Karen and Jurgen-- in such a short time;  we  feel the loss keenly, and 
our prayers abound for Karen and Jurgen’s families.  The grief is profound, and yet, 
there is also hope.  There is hope because we are a people of faith and we know 
that death is not the end. There is hope because we know that God accompanies us 
in our grief and shock and feelings of helplessness. There is hope because in Christ 
Jesus God promises us a new life, a resurrection into a life spent with God.  There is 
hope. And there is grief, they exist together and God dwells with us as we 
experience both.  

 Friends, beloved of God in Christ, we are grieving and that is holy work, God 
is with you; we are a community built through faith and we will gather around one 
another to offer comfort, strength and support.  Let us together do this holy work of 
grief and remembrance, strong in the knowledge that God is with us.  To remind us 
of God’s presence with us in our grief I end with the poem “On the Death of the 
Beloved” from To Bless the Space Between Us—A Book of Blessings by John 
Donahue (Doubleday, 2008.)

Yours in Christ,
     

    Pastor Jess 



Though we need to weep your loss, 
You dwell in that safe place in our hearts, 
Where no storm or night or pain can reach you. 
 
Your love was like the dawn  
Brightening over our lives 
Awakening beneath the dark 
A further adventure of colour. 
 
The sound of your voice  
Found for us 
A new music 
That brightened everything. 
 
Whatever you enfolded in your gaze  
Quickened in the joy of its being; 
You placed smiles like flowers 
On the altar of the heart. 
Your mind always sparkled  
With wonder at things. 
 
Though your days here were brief, 
Your spirit was live, awake, complete. 
 
We look towards each other no longer 
From the old distance of our names; 
Now you dwell inside the rhythm of breath, 
As close to us as we are to ourselves. 
Though we cannot see you with outward eyes, 
We know our soul's gaze is upon your face, 
Smiling back at us from within everything  
To which we bring our best refinement. 
 
 
 
 

Let us not look for you only in memory, 
Where we would grow lonely without you. 
You would want us to find you in presence, 
Beside us when beauty brightens, 
When kindness glows 
And music echoes eternal tones. 

When orchids brighten the earth, 
Darkest winter has turned to spring; 
May this dark grief flower with hope  
In every heart that loves you. 
 
May you continue to inspire us: 

To enter each day with a generous heart. 
To serve the call of courage and love  
Until we see your beautiful face again  
In that land where there is no more separation, 
Where all tears will be wiped from our mind, 
And where we will never lose you again. 

Amen.

On the Death of the Beloved
by John Donahue



Until further notice, services and activities are online.

	 

	 Sunday Services, 10:00-11:00am via YouTube link provided by Pastor Jess

	 Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00am via Zoom


New Summer Hours!

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Beginning Memorial Day week, May 25, 2020, —

Ending on Labor Day, Sept. 7, 2020.

Be aware that though Deb is still working in the office, during the 
Covid-19 crisis, the outer doors are remaining locked.  If anyone 
should need to come to church during open hours, Deb will need 
to be notified ahead of time to let them in.

SUMMER HOURS NOW THROUGH LABOR DAY

A NEW ADDITION TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY

We welcome the arrival of 
Kyle Evan Hurt, 9 lbs, 1 oz., 
at 5:00 pm on May 20, 2020.  
Tessa and Jon Hurt are the proud 
and thankful parents.

Congratulations to their growing 
family.

LIVESTREAM SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

PASTOR JESS TO HAVE SURGERY

    Pastor Jess has been schedule for her bariatric surgery on 
June 8, 2020.  She will be convalescing through June 20.  Pastor will 
still be available for services on June 14 & 20 and for pastoral 
emergencies.

    Pastor appreciates your prayers for a successful surgery and 
quick recovery.



The noisy offering is being suspended until in-person 
worship services resume.  Any noisy offering contributions 
received during this time will be applied to the next noisy offering 
recipient to be determined when services start again. 

Because of Your Generosity… 
     Sunday Children’s Sermon

Continuing our Generosity… 
    
Thank you to all those who have continued their financial support 
of the church during the Covid-19 crisis.  It is greatly appreciated.

    Even though we are not able to gather in person for worship services right 
now, the work of our church continues and your financial support of our 
ministries is still important. Here is a list of ways you can continue your 
offerings at this time.

Mail: You may mail a check to the church office at 3990 112th Avenue, 
Holland, MI 49424.

Phone: On a temporary basis, Vanco Payment Systems, our online giving provider, will 
accept contributions for Good Shepherd over the phone. The phone number is 
800-675-7430.

Online: Contributions may be made online using the “Giving” link on our website 
(www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com). Contributions can be made to any fund (general, 
10C-P, noisy offering, etc.) and can be set up as one-time or recurring contributions.

    If you have questions regarding giving online or by phone, contact Elizabeth Rohrer at 
616-633-5480 or elyrohrer@gmail.com. 

OFFERING OPTIONS

NOISY OFFERING

We continue to recognize the Children’s 
Sermon during our sheltering-in-place.


GENEROSITY
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The goal of Operation Care, which started with grant money from Thrivent, was to provide frontline 
healthcare workers in our community goodie bags from our church to let them know how much we 
appreciate and support them. We had hopes of making 100 bags but far surpassed that goal thanks to your 
amazing generosity of food, money, and cards.

We were able to give the Resthaven Memory Unit 20 bags, Home Health Care workers 25 bags, and 
over 140 bags to various departments at Holland Hospital. If you look on our Good Shepherd Facebook 
page you can see pictures of our bags and Holland Hospital publicly acknowledging us and thanking us. 
What a blessing to be a blessing! Thank you again for your amazing generosity. As you can see by the 
notes below you are so very appreciated. God bless and keep all of you safe.
Rob and Lynda Parrott
 

A few snippets from emails I received from our home health staff regarding the WONDERFUL 
treat bags you put together:

"Please thank the generous, kind, wonderful people of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. The treat 
bags are amazing!"

"That is so thoughtful! A big thanks to the folks at your church!"
"So thoughtful! Please tell them thank you!"
"What a nice thing!"
"That is so kind. Thank them all for me."
"So sweet! Thank you!"
"Thanks! Very thoughtful!"
 

These are just the emails that I received - there were multiple verbal thanks as well. 
 

Home Health is often the forgotten step-child of healthcare unless you or someone you know/
love have used their services. My co-workers are some of the best people I have ever known and 
they are SO APPRECIATIVE of being remembered in such a thoughtful way. 

OPERATION CARE COVID-19



THE “10C-P” PROGRAM  “UPDATE”

	 This designation “10C-P” designates extra contributions to the 
church’s Mortgage Fund that will be used to pay down the principal on 
the loan. The 10C is the Mortgage Fund account number and the P will 

be for the principal. Any funds given toward this program should be designated 10C-P on 
the check or envelope or online designation. 


 Our current mortgage payment is $4,258 monthly which is $51,096 annually. This is a 
major portion of our budget. On Nov. 1, 2020 the interest rate for our loan will no longer be 
fixed at 3.875%. It will be the current interest rate that is charged on new loans as of Sept. 
15, 2020. That rate will be fixed for the next 5 years of our loan. 


 Our current principal owed is $245,000 and the principal owed on Nov. 1, 2020 is 
expected to be approximately $220,300. If we can lower our principal owed to an even 
lower amount before Sept. 15, 2020 we could lower our monthly payment for the next 5 
years. Our loan company, the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA, calculated that if we 
could lower our principal by an extra $35,000 we might have a payment of $3,367 monthly 
depending upon the interest rate at that time. This may reduce our loan payment to 
$40,404 annually. A big drop over the $51,096 we are paying currently.


 The new interest rate will be set on September 15th and the monthly payments will be 
set based on our principal owed on September 15. Sunday Sept. 6 will be the last collection 
taken and processed before September 15. All funds for this project must be received by 
Sunday, September 6, 2020. 

  
 Can we raise an extra $35,000 before Sept. 6, 2020 to make this happen?  

As of this writing we have received $22,155 toward this program. 

  
 If you are inclined to help make this happen with whatever you can afford for the next 
4 months, please consider doing that. Your gifts should be marked “10C- P” and they will 
be used to lower our principal owed before the Sept. 15, 2020 deadline. 


 Remember: this needs to be extra funds over and above what we are already 
receiving because we will have to pay our current monthly loan payment of $4,258 each 
month through Nov. 1, 2020. Any extra contribution, designated “10C-P”, no matter how 
small, will be used to lower the principal owed


 If you have any questions please contact Dennis Willaman, at 616-335-2447 or by 
email at willamandennis780@gmail.com. 

LOWERING OUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS
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Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 

via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660

	 	 	 Keeping In Touch?   Breeze Can Help!

	 During this time of not meeting face to face many want to reach out to those we do not see 
on Sundays, to check in, to see how we are all doing while we stay home.  Have you wished you 
had an address to send a card or an email address, or a phone number?  Our old printed 
directories may have outdated information, however our Breeze directory should have current up 
to date contact information.  If you signed on when we shared introductory information you can 
access your login at the website https://gslchollandmi.breezechms.com.  Here you can access all 
members, current attendees and friends and their contact info.


	 If you did not sign on initially we are offering another opportunity to do that.  Contact either 
Elizabeth Rohrer (elyrohrer@gmail.com ) or Vicki Russell (vicki0528@gmail.com).  Simply tell us you 
would like access to Breeze.  We will send you an email invitation to sign on to Breeze.  Sometimes 
these email invitations are sent to your junk or spam folders because it comes from Breeze and is 
not recognized.  We will also send you any email from us telling you the invitation has been sent so 
you know to be on the lookout or check your spam/junk folder.  Feel free to contact us with other 
questions regarding Breeze.


	 Also, please note that if you change any of your contact info please let us know so we have 
accurate information.

KEEPING IN TOUCH

PASTOR’S SHELTER-IN-PLACE SCHEDULE
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Church  Council  Members: 
  
 Ellie Buggeln           (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com 
 Debbie Kleinjans  (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
 Chris Manzo  (616) 405-3048 chrismanzo@outlook.com  
 Jessica Underhill  (616) 848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com 

The Measure of our Love 

No attendance due to Covid-19  
Stay Home, Stay Safe requirements. 

THANKS AND PRAISE

June
Anniversaries
Steve & Terry Grossman 4
Elmer & Chris Martinson 10
Don & Kathy Burmeister 18
Stan & Debbie Kleinjans 21
Dave & Sharon Wendt 26

From Holland Hospital:

Thank you for your generosity.  
Thank you for all the goodies for our team.

Signed by 21 staff members.

rec’d May 22, 2020

Friends in Christ,

Thank you so much for thinking of us with 
the goodie bags you made for us.  They were very 
much appreciated.

Sincerely,
     Resthaven Maplewood Memory Unit

Signed by 10 staff members

Rec’d May 18, 2020

Birthdays
Carolyn Willaman 3   
Bob Lutz 6
Wayne Nestander 9
Jim Dyke 15
Jacob Bacon 16
Meggan McCaughan 25
Rob Parrott 28
Perry Pearson 28
Elliot Hardy 29
Wayne Nestander 29

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
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In Our Prayers… 

• Our Sympathy:  Sympathies to Corinne Becker and family on the passing of Jurgen, May 26, 2020. 
• Congratulations:  A new great granddaughter for Patricia Bradfield born April 23 to Brandon & Samantha 

Wagner, Patricia’s grandson. Tessa and Jon Hurt have a new addition, Kyle Evan Hurt, born May 20, 2020 at   
5:00 pm, 9 lbs, 1 oz. Mom and baby are doing fine.  Jim Dyke has a new great grandson born to granddaughter Jill 
& Jordan Berens, May 27, 2020 at 34 wks.  Cedar Floyd Berens is 4 lbs. 7 oz.  Jill and Cedar are both doing well. 

• Service Retirement:  Congratulations to Eric Johnson (son of Steve & Kerry) and his family upon his official 
retirement from the US Navy.  They have settled in Lincoln, Nebraska where Eric is training to become a Nuclear 
Plant Operator for the Cooper Nuclear Power Plant near Nebraska City. 

• Healing/Peace:  Eve Andrus, Patricia Bradfield, Jen Rivera (Pastor’s Mom), Merle Malmquist, Rick Artwick 
(Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Jill & Jordan Berens and their unborn son (granddaughter of Jim Dyke), 
Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Bryan Blank, Olivia Boomershine (friends of the Norvells, youngest daughter 
of Ross and Kelly), Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Kody De Haan, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy 
Forsten (Marijo's Sister), Alyssa Gorraiz, Kate Haaser (daughter of Rose Heckel), Erlene Haskin, Hilda (member 
of Emanuel A. de D.), Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of Sjaardas), Julie and family (friend 
of Dawn S.), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Helen 
Lynam (friend of the Beckers), Bob Lutz, Joan Jose, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland 
Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Terry Speese (Friend of Pastor Jess), 
Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Roland Walters, (Father-in-law of Tammy), Jon Wiening, Bonita 
Zielke. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember in our prayers those in Michigan and around the country who are dealing 
with floods and severe storms during this time; families who have lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families 
affected by the economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Ruth Bergan (Corinne Becker’s rel.). 
• Healthy Pregnancy: Hillarie Kinne (Parrott’s daughter), Tessa Hurt, Samantha Wagner (Patricia’s granddaughter-

in-law), Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter). 
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ 

nephew), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & 
Debbie’s granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi 
Howard’s son-in-law).   

•  Prayer Partners: Cross of Christ Lutheran Church, Rev. Shari McGuffin, Petoskey; Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Joan Herbon, Portage; Hope Lutheran Church, Rev. Kari Fast, Plainwell; Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Rachel Laughlin, Portage; Leer Lutheran Church, supply pastors, Posen; Sierra Pacific Synod, 
Bishop Mark W. Holmerud, Sacramento, CA; Southwest California Synod, Bishop R. Guy Erwin, Glendale, CA. 

IN OUR PRAYERS



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue

Holland, MI  49424 

Sunday schedule 
Worship & Celebration  • 10:00 am 
Coffee & Conversation  • 11:15 am 

Sunday School (September - May) • 10:20 am

Visit our web site at 
www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com 
e-mail to gslc.office@icloud.com
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