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	 	 A Season of Change 

“For everything there is a season, and a 2me for every ma5er under heaven” 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1 

Grace and Peace to you, in the name of Christ Jesus.   

Welcome to the season of change; or, more accurately, blessings as we con2nue to survive 
during this season of change.  ADer all, we have been in a state of change since the beginning of 
2020. First we saw our work lives and school lives change from being in person to being online 
then our daily rou2nes changed, shopping and medical appointments became online shopping 
and e-medical appointments. Worship became a viewing experience, restaurants closed and 
even our “nights out” became nights in. As Covid-19 spread, our lives changed and our world 
became at once smaller and bigger. Smaller because we were confined to our own living space, 
bigger because the world stepped up in an effort to give one another some space. Suddenly you 
could watch worship services from all over the country in a single morning, you could take your 
child on a virtual tour of a zoo or a museum all the way across the country. Opera fans in 
Michigan could a5end a performance at New York City’s Metropolitan Opera from the comfort of 
their home, and e-plaVorms like Zoom, Google, Facebook and many more than I can name made 
it possible to watch our favorite performers live from their homes, take classes, or connect with 
our loved ones face to face.  

It is indeed a season of change. Now that the shelter in place part of our na2onal experience has 
ended we have begun a new phase of re-opening and re-gathering; and we have all been 
wondering about two very important social ac2vi2es: School and Church.  At this 2me schools 
across the country are opening for in-person or online classes, or a combina2on of both. For 
many of us who have loved ones who are students or teachers, and for students and teachers 
themselves, the last part of summer has been an agonizing 2me of worry and decision making. It 
is for all of you that we pray.  We, the community of faith that is Good Shepherd, is liDing you up 
in prayer and blessing each Sunday through September.  We want to support and liD up 
students, teachers, faculty, staff, administrators and parents during this 2me. School will look 
different, and it will feel different, we want you to know that we are praying for safety, peace and 
discernment and we are extending God’s blessing to you as you navigate these first few weeks. 

We also want to acknowledge the commitment of front-line workers; those who work in service 
industries and in health care, you have worked yourselves to the bone to provide for others and 
we want to bless you; so I am invi2ng you to send the names of anyone in your family (or you, 
yourself) to our office email so that we can begin honoring you during worship as well.  

(con2nued next page)



PASTOR’S WORDS CONTINUED
  

And speaking of worship, in this 2me of uncertainty and change we have been longing to 
gather together in person to worship and pray, all through this season of change the Council 
and I have been praying and thinking and praying some more about how we can begin to 
safely gather together for worship.  Out of that process we have made the decision to begin 
outdoor worship the first Sunday in September, (September 6th).  This will be a different 
worship experience; we will gather around the front por2co at socially distant intervals, our 
liturgy will be simple and our technology as well, but we will be together and we will share the 
Lord’s Supper and sing some hymns and we will connect with one another and remember that 
in this season of change, God remains constant. 

This is a season of change and it has been very difficult, but we have persevered, and we will 
persevere, for even in a season of change God remains steadfast and faithful.  I look forward 
to seeing you all at worship and sharing the Lord’s supper with you.  May God walk with you 
and hold you close. Amen. Alleluia. 

    Yours in Christ, 

     Pastor Jess

LOWERING OUR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS
Hallelujah!!!

$41,856 contributed to date.  
We have reached our goal of raising $35,000 in the last 8 months thereby 
decreasing the principle on our mortgage for the next 5 years.  
If all goes as we hope, the mortgage will drop from about 25% of our 
annual budget to 20%.  This will help to improve our financial health.

Thank you to 
EVERYONE 

who helped make this a reality.  

Until further notice, services and activities are online.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am in the Parking Lot, available later 

	 	 via YouTube

	 Quilter’s Zoom Chat, 11:00 - 12:00 pm via Zoom

	 *WELCA Bible Study, 10:00 -11:00 am via Zoom

  	 	 	 ( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


LIVESTREAM SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES



	 	 	 Re-opening!

	 This is a very sensitive issue for all of us.  Some feel like we need to get our doors open or we will 
lose people.  Others feel like it isn't time and we should not rush it.  Either way, your feelings are legit.  The 
plan we are following will ease us back into our Sunday morning worship routine while still following all 
recommendations for safety.


	 Beginning Sunday, September 6 we will have outdoor worship service.  This will continue through 
Sunday, October 4, which is Blessing of the Pets Sunday (more on that later).  Our plan then takes us to 
worshipping in the sanctuary on Sunday, October 11.  You can "pencil" these in on your calendar as it 
may all change tomorrow or next week.


	 For our outdoor worship you will need to bring something to sit in or on.  We will gather around the 
front entry way using social distancing.  Face masks are required!  If you are not comfortable with this way 
of worshiping just yet, no worries.  We will continue to use ZOOM for at-home viewing.


	 Restrooms will be open for emergencies.  We ask that you do not go in the roped off areas or use 
the drinking fountain.  In the women's restroom 2 stalls will be open.  The others will be closed and are not 
to be used.  After every worship service someone will go through to clean them.  We need cleaners 
too!!!!  Cleaning both restrooms can take you as little as 3 minutes.  (More on cleaning down in the 
newsletter.)  If you can clean, please email Deb the dates you are available.  She will add it to the list of 
Sunday servants.  It will be SUPER EASY!!!!!!


	 Worshiping in the sanctuary was discussed briefly.  Council felt that making a plan now was not 
good use of our time as it can all go out the window anytime.  We will make a plan at our September 
Council meeting and inform you via the October newsletter.


	 Your thoughts, concerns, suggestions or questions, are welcomed and appreciated.  Good and 
bad!  Feel free to contact Pastor Jessica or any council member (see the end of the newsletter for contact 
information).  They will then bring those to our next meeting.  They will help us make better decisions for 
reopening and for you.	 


   *´¨)  
   ¸.·´¸.·*´¨)   ¸.·*¨)  
 (¸.·´     (¸.·´      Jessica

REGARDING RE-0PENING



Financial Update from Your Treasurer: 

	 Our mortgage pay-down has been extremely successful thanks to 

you.  We have a goal to pay our mortgage in full by December  2025.  Won’t 
that be wonderful?


	 As of July 31, 2020, GSLC general fund expenses in many areas were 

less than expected due to the virus and all that entailed.  However, during this period, our 
contributions took a dip and we are $21,900 behind our projected giving for July 31, 2020.  (The 
projected giving through July was $117,700.  We have received $95,800 in contributions.) We did 
participate in the government payroll grant program known as PPP, to help with these expenses 
during May & June.  This was a blessing and turned our shortfall into a $10,300 deficit.  We have 
money in the bank thanks to prior years giving and budget controls so we are not in financial risk.  
However, we cannot sustain this deficit forever.


	 We hope that you will join us in the parking lot, on zoom, on Facebook, on YouTube.  
Whatever method you choose please contribute financially to Good Shepherd so we can continue 
to be financially strong.


	 Blessings, 

Michael Russell, Treasurer

FROM YOUR TREASURER

NOISY OFFERING RETURNS

Noisy Offering Returns

The noisy offering recipient for September and October is 
Escape Ministries.  The vision of Escape Ministries is "to intervene in 
the lives of those who fall between the cracks of existing education, 
economic, family and religious resources and help them successfully 
navigate to a positive life experience through meaningful Christian 
relationships."  To learn more about Escape Ministries, go to 
www.escape-out.org.

Summer Office Hours ending 
Labor Day, September 7, 2020

Regular hours resuming September 9, 2020
Monday - Wednesday - Friday

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS ENDING

http://www.escape-out.org/
http://www.escape-out.org/


	 WATER FOR THE HOMELESS

The Need is Still Critical!  


	 	 The Homeless have no place to get a drink of water!

	 	 	 The Public Drinking Fountains are Shut Off!


	 The Community Kitchen still has need of bottled water.  


	 Again, we only have enough money for three more weeks.  The Community 

Kitchen is receiving double the requests for meals; as much as 180 meals per day.  

That means up to 180 bottles of water a day.  Bottled water delivered on Monday morning 
barely lasts to the next Sunday.  With the public drinking fountains shut off, those receiving the 
bottled water are saying they are very grateful since it is difficult to find sources of drinking water.


	 To help, you can take cases of bottled water to the church or donate money to continue 
this ministry to Deb Postema-George, in the church office open Tues/Wed/Thurs, 9:00-2:00 
through September 7 (Labor Day).  Regular hours resume September 9, Mon/Wed/Fri, 9:00-2:00.  
If you have any questions please contact Dennis Willaman at 616-335-2447or by email at 
willamandennis780@gmail.com.


Thanks to everyone who has given so freely to this point but the need is still great.

WATER FOR THE HOMELESS

NEWS FROM NIGER

At this time Isaac has completed both surgeries 
for his hip dysplasia and is recovering well.  It is hard to 
keep Isaac still when he continues to feel better every 
day and wants to be more active.  A favorite activity is 
picking up sticks, the larger the better.  This also involves 
throwing them into the lake.  

The whole Ludwig family is currently in Holland; 
scheduled to leave by September 4th.  

The Ludwigs
Front L-R, Simeon, Zach, Adeline, Hassan
Back L-R, Rachel, Isaac, Michael

Hassan is living with the Ludwigs while he 
finishes his schooling, prepares for university 
and earns money to attend university.

mailto:willamandennis780@gmail.com
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HOLLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN GETS A 
BIG GIFT FROM BOY SCOUTS

For a long time, the Holland Community Garden has 
needed a produce washing station.  One that would be able 
to handle cleaning the 5000 + lbs of produce that we grow 
annually to support the food- insecure people in Ottawa 
county.  We needed something that would make it easier for 
our volunteers with this physically difficult task and help us 
ensure clean food for food safety reasons.  Over the past 
few years, we were able to procure used sinks, but we 
needed a workstation.  

For his Eagle Scout project, George Iles of troop 316, 
decided that he would lay out and build the workstation for 
us.  Ehren Myers, a prior member of Cub Scout Pack 3010 
(supported by Good Shepherd) was present, helping with 
the project.  Troop 316 is the troop that our 3010 pack feeds 
into at the next level.

George prepared a blue print for the 2 tables with the help of Barry Andersen of the HCG as Kris 
Norvell added comments when needed.  Each table was planned with ergonomics in mind.   On the build 
day, George and Ehren, along with helpers and their scout master, came to the garden and built the station 
on site.  2 tables with a lower storage shelf were built: each with a sink for washing.  One of the tables holds 
a 5 lb lettuce drying spinner and the other holds a drying rack and space for a fan above it for faster drying.  
Eventually, the worktables will have awnings that can protect the produce and volunteer from the sun during 
the washing process.  They will also be set on a concrete pad as funds become available.

The Holland Community Garden team is extremely happy to have this project completed and useable.  
It will be a great help to the volunteer staff every day.  Our Boy Scouts have helped us with projects year 
after year.  We are very glad that we can count on them to help us with building needs.  Without support, we 
would not be able to continue serving the community as much as we do.  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
has been especially good to us and this is one example of how fortunate we are to have our church 
members involved and supportive.

HOLLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN and the BOY SCOUTS

 60 School Kits!


We have enough supplies for 60 School Kits, 
however, we still need funds for the drawstring bags 

and shipping

Drawstring bags, $1.10 per bag


Shipping, $1.67 per kit

Mail in or drop off donations at 


the church office.


Questions? Contact 

Ellie Buggeln


(616) 399-0591


LWR SCHOOL KITS



BOOK GROUP NEWS
Book Group 

September 16, 2020 at 6:30 pm

at Ellie Buggeln’s house
3645 Lakeshore Dr. 
Holland, MI 49424

Ellie’s directions are as follows:  “Look for the “Maple Beach” 
hanging sign. There’s a big address board with lots of 

addresses in it. Bring lawn chairs, and whatever you need 
during an hour or so. Maybe a sweater.”

Laurie has more books if anyone still needs a copy. She can be 
reached at laurie.schuldt@gmail.com or at (616) 406-9717.

Our Hands doing God’s Work during the Pandemic 

Because of the pandemic and adhering to safety guidelines, for God’s Work 
Our Hands Sunday this September we will not have participation projects 
scheduled.  Disappointing? Yes but instead, we are celebrating YOU with 
a video presentation of all you do/did for others.   

Come celebrate with us, September 13, 2020 at our  
   Parking Lot Worship Service at 10:00 am. 

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS

HAPPY HOUR - NOW MOVING

Happy Hour is moving to a once-a-month format.  

Come join Pastor Jess 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month 

starting September 9, 2020.  

Take Note:  The new start time is 6:30 pm.
Bring a chair and a beverage.

mailto:laurie.schuldt@gmail.com
mailto:laurie.schuldt@gmail.com


Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Wednesday: 10:00 - 11:00 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
6:30 pm Happy Hour with PJ —2nd Wednesday of the 

Month
Thursday: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm —in Holland, available by 

appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

THANKS AND PRAISE

From Holland Free Health Clinic:

Thank you for your 2020 contribution. Your 
gift is truly appreciated. 

Our mission…is to express the healing 
ministry of Jesus Christ by facilitating access to 
health care for those in need…caring for the well-
being of the medically underserved. Your gift will 
provide health and hope to vulnerable members 
of our community.  

Sincerely, 
Jeff Compagner, 
Executive Director—Thank you.

rec’d Aug. 11, 2020

Dear Friends at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,

We were so delighted to receive your note with 
the message that you had prayed for the work of our 
Synod. The Bishop shared your note at our morning 
staff meeting and remarked how it served as a 
reminder of how we are all connected as members of 
the body of Christ and better together for the sake of 
the gospel.

With gratitude,
Theresa Thornburgh
Director of Administration and Events
Grand Canyon Synod

rec’d Aug. 25, 2020

Just a note:

I appreciate the “Shepherd’s Song: and 
“Yellow Pages”. I especially appreciate Pastor 
Jess, the Council Members and all the good 
members and friends of Good Shepherd.  It was 
such a nice surprise to receive a friendly call….

Peace be with you!
Nancy Hazekamp

rec’d Aug 18, 2020

mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com
mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com


New Cleaning Solution for use in the Church


	 With the school year around the corner, I (Jessica U.) had a 
meeting at the Zeeland Public Schools transportation department 
about how we will be cleaning our buses.  The product we are 
using is H2Orange2 Concentrate 117.


	 This cleaning product has been used by Grand Valley 
State University since their flu outbreak a few years back.  
Hope College also uses it for cleaning.  We are using it for 
cleaning our buses.  Now, we will be using it at Good 
Shepherd too.


Here are links to all the information:

Product Website

Product Details

Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

Efficacy Information

Ingredients


	 We will be using the Heavy Duty (1:12.8) Dilution Ratio.  
The concentrate would be diluted to go into small 16 oz spray 

bottles.  At this Dilution Ratio, 14 oz (approximately) of diluted cleaner (water + concentrate) 
would cost around $0.35.  We are getting four 1-gallon concentrates for $177.  There is a lot 
of math there, let me know if you need it broken down (I LOVE MATH).


	 All we need to do is spray the cleaner on surfaces and wait 5 minutes for it to work.  
After that, we can wipe it off or let it dry.  There is no residue.


	 If you still need more information after you have read the provided links to the 
literature, please let me know!


	 Jessica Underhill

	 	 Council President


NEW CLEANING PRODUCT

Church  Council  Members: 
 Ellie Buggeln           (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com (Secretary) 
 Debbie Kleinjans  (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
 Chris Manzo  (616) 405-3048 chrismanzo@outlook.com (Vice President) 
 Jessica Underhill  (616) 848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com (President) 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
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https://www.enviroxclean.com/Portals/0/SiteContent/PDF/Literature/Efficacy%20Sheets/H2Orange2%20117_Efficacy%20Information%20Sheet_12072017.pdf
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mailto:elliebuggeln@gmail.com
mailto:elliott.eisaman@gmail.com
mailto:brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com


COUNCIL MEETING NOTES

August Council Meeting 

Finally, after months of ZOOM meetings, Council met in person outside of the church building.  

We social distanced ourselves and wore masks.  


After opening prayer and approval of last month's minutes, we heard the treasurer's report from 
Mike Russell.  In a nut shell, we are changing accounting firms, giving is down and we have shaved 
$53,581 off our mortgage.


The majority of our meeting was spent discussing reopening.  Our next item was the exterior 
painting of the church building.  You can read all about reopening and the painting somewhere 
below in the newsletter.


We concluded with the Lord's Prayer.


Jessica Underhill, Council President

Help Needed in Reviewing Quotes and/or Gathering Quotes for Exterior Painting


As you may have noticed, our church building needs to be repainted.  Paint has peeled off 

of a large spot on the steeple.  There are also other spots around the building with peeling paint.  


I sent requests to 12 people/companies for quotes.  In return, I have received 3 quotes from 
VanDerKolk Painting, Five Star Painting and CertaPro Painters.  The problem is that they all vary 

so much in cost and what needs to be done.  This is where I need a few of you to help decide 

what is best for our building and budget.


All three companies have said we are good to make it until spring 2021.  That gives us time to 
figure out what we need and get a price for 2021's budget.


If you are someone who can look over the quotes and look at our building's exterior, please 
contact me today.  This is something you can do on your own without in person contact.


If you know someone who can give us a quote for the work, have them send the quote to me 

and I will pass it on to my helpers.  My contact information is at the end of the newsletter.


Thank you!

	 Jessica Underhill

	 	 Council President

HELP NEEDED



In Our Prayers… 

• Our Sympathies: to Erlene Haskin and family on the passing of Gordy Haskin; to Tom & Deb Ludwig and family 
on the death of Tom’s brother, Ted, and to Chris Simoni and family on the death of his brother-in-law, Kevin 
Dowd. 

• Healing/Peace: Rosa & Dan Johnson, (friends of Chris Manzo), Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas 
Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Bryan Blank, Olivia Boomershine (friends of the Norvells, youngest 
daughter of Ross and Kelly), Patricia Bradfield, Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Kody De Haan, Carol Essig (Bret 
D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten (Marijo's Sister), Alyssa Gorraiz, Kate Haaser (daughter of Rose Heckel), Erlene 
Haskin, Gordy Haskin, Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Jon, Tessa Hurt and family, Jared P-H, (Dawn 
Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of Sjaardas), Julie and family (friend of Dawn S.), Cathy Kelly, Brandi 
Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Isaac Ludwig, Helen Lynam (friend of the 
Beckers), Bob Lutz, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s 
brother), Channa Sauer, Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Dave 
Vander Wal (friend of the Lamb family), Roland Walters, (Father-in-law of Tammy), Jon Wiening, Bonita Zielke. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those in Michigan and around the country who are dealing with floods and 
severe storms during this time; families who have lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the 
economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Ruth Bergan (Corinne Becker’s rel.). 
• Healthy Pregnancy: Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter). 
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ 

nephew), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & 
Debbie’s granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi 
Howard’s son-in-law).   

•  Prayer Partners: Our Savior Lutheran Church, Rev. Robert Schmidt, contracted supply, Saginaw; Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Saginaw; Grand Canyon Synod, Bishop Deborah Hutterer, Phoenix, Arizona; St. John Lutheran 
Church, Saginaw; Zion Lutheran Church, Rev. Sue Hand, Saginaw; Faith Lutheran Church, Rev. John Autio, 
Sidney; Western North Dakota Synod, Bishop David Zellmer, Interim Bishop, Bismarck, North Dakota. 

IN OUR PRAYERS

September
Anniversaries
Elliott & Dylana Eisaman 5

Birthdays
Dylana Eisaman  1
Pam Evans  10
Kassidy Aikens 14
Julia Wentz  14 
Nolan Hurt  18
Alyssa McCaughan  25
Autumn Manzo  29



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue

Holland, MI  49424 

Sunday schedule 
Worship & Celebration  • 10:00 am 
Coffee & Conversation  • 11:15 am 

Sunday School (September - May) • 10:20 am

Visit our web site at 
www.goodshepherdhollandmi.com 
e-mail to gslc.office@icloud.com
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