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Advent - An Expectant Longing for Hope 

Grace and peace to you Family in Christ!
Happy Advent!  As you read this we are in the season of Advent; that season before 

Christmas when we contemplate the gifts of darkness and light and we wait, with expectation, 
the coming of Christ. One of my favorite descriptions of the mood of Advent is that it is an 
“expectant longing for hope”.  In the season of Advent we read the words of the prophets, 
filled with lament and hope and we read descriptions of Jesus’ second coming with prayers to 
God to come down now. 

It almost seems as if all of 2020 has been a kind of Advent; a time when hope seemed 
elusive and despair often seemed like it was winning. In the midst of the pandemic and the 
loss of what we know, we have often cried out to God to “tear open the heavens” and act!  In 
our longing for hope we are desperate for God to act; but what does that action look like?  I 
am reminded of a quote by the great preacher Barbara Brown Taylor who writes:

"I want a safer world. I want a more competent God. 
Then I remember that God's power is not a controlling 
but a redeeming power--the power to raise the dead,
including those who are destroying themselves--and the 
red blood of belief begins to return to my veins. I have faith. 
I lose faith. I find faith again, or faith finds me, but throughout 
it all I am grasped by the possibility that it is all true: I am in
good hands; love girds the universe; God will have the last word." 

Often when we cry out for God to act we are crying out for God to act with the kind of 
power we understand, a controlling kind of power; but the gospel reminds us that God’s power 
is not like earthly power, God’s power is the power to bring life from death, to redeem, to make 
new. That is the kind of power that truly creates hope. When we know that God can and will 
raise us from our own destruction, when we trust that God will have the last word then we are 
filled with hope. We see the world through the eyes of hope. We act with hope. We wait with 
hope.

It has been a long year, a long season, a long Advent; however, there is beauty in 
darkness and there is joy in shadows. And, most of all, there is hope.

God give us Peace that makes us aware of your presence. Faith that finds us when we 
are lost to ourselves.  Joy that perseveres through sorrow And, Hope that guides us forward  
Knowing, trusting, that You--through your Word made flesh, Jesus—will have the final Word 
and it will be Life. Amen.

  Yours in Christ,      

     Pastor Jess

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424 

616.772.4075  • Fax 616.772.6615 • gslc.office@icloud.com 
November 2020



LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE
Are you having a hard time during the holidays? 

Is this a blue Christmas? 
If so, you are invited to attend 

the Longest Night Worship Service 
via Zoom

December 21, 2020, 6:30 pm  
Everyone is welcome.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87525508195?
pwd=MmtjVENGaUg3ODFuaXhhUHR1TVR3Zz09

Meeting ID: 875 2550 8195
Passcode: 022399

MIDWEEK ADVENT PAUSE

Midweek Advent Pause

Join Pastor Jess for a half hour of quiet reflection 
and prayer on Facebook Live.

Wednesdays, 
starting December 2, 2020, 6:30 pm 

https://www.facebook.com/
GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI

LITTLE SHEPHERD’S STORY CORNER

Take a break and join Pastor Jess and other guest readers for 
Little Shepherd’s Story Corner 

on Facebook Live.  

This 30 minute program features Pastor Jess and other guests 
reading 1 or 2 short Christmas themed stories and 

singing a short Christmas Carol.
Wednesdays in December, 12:30 pm.

https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI
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Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Wednesday: 10:00 - 11:00 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
6:30 pm Happy Hour with PJ —2nd Wednesday of the 

Month
Thursday: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm —in Holland, available by 

appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

All Sunday Services and Activities have returned to on-line only.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, available via Zoom 10:00 and

	 	 	 available later via YouTube

	 Quilter’s Zoom Chat, 11:00 - 12:00 pm via Zoom

	 *WELCA Bible Study, 10:00 -11:00 am via Zoom

	 *Little Shepherd’s Story Corner, 12:30 - 1:00 pm

	 *Midweek Advent Pause, 6:30 - 7:00 pm

  	 	 	 ( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

The office will be open 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Christmas week, Mon.-Tues.-Wed., Dec. 21, 22 & 23 
New Years week, Mon.-Tues.-Wed., Dec. 28, 29 & 30

mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com


Grand Rapids Home for Veterans

Our noisy offering for the months of November and December will be used to 
support the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.  In-person visits to the home, as well 
as volunteer opportunities have been discontinued since March.  As you can 
imagine, this is very difficult for the resident veterans and their families.  While things 
can never replace the connection of a personal visit, they have a Holiday Wish List of 
items which would be appreciated by the veterans they serve.  There are two ways 
you may contribute.  We will have a box available in the commons to collect the 
following items from the wish list:

• K-cups (coffee, hot chocolate or apple cider)
• Healthy snacks (soft granola bars, protein bars)
• Snack-size beef sticks
• Individual size packages of trail mix or nuts
• Body wash
• Polident or Fixodent denture adhesive
• Disposable razors (3 or more blades preferred)
• Colored, long-sleeve t-shirts (M - 4X)
• Sweatpants (M - 4X)
•

In addition, their wish list also contains some very specific requests for a few 
higher cost items (sound amplifiers, high quality headphones, etc.).  We will use your 
monetary contributions to the noisy offering to purchase one or more of these items 
for the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.

Finally, the volunteer coordinator at the home shared that receiving a personal 
note is one of the most appreciated gestures.  If you wish to write a few notes, you 
may leave them in the donation box in the commons, as well.

NOISY OFFERING

10C-P SUMMARY

 10C-P Summary 


	 As mentioned earlier, you did it! With regular 
payments, the mortgage principal dropped almost $85,000 
in 10 months!!!!!!  


	 This has allowed us to 'reset' the mortgage payment 
which will save another $60,000 during the final 5 
years.  We are on track to be mortgage debt free in 2025!   

 You did it!



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

2021 ESTIMATE OF GIVING  

In gratitude for all that I/we have received from God, I am/we are planning to 
return to God the following from our treasures:  

$______________ Please check one of these:  

🀆   Check if this is an increase in giving from your household.  

Name(s) Please sign legibly. 

__________________________________________________  

“The earth is the Lordʼs, and everything in it.” Psalm 24:1 

Weekly.   🀆

Monthly  🀆

Annually. 🀆

ESTIMATE OF GIVING - FROM THE TREASURER

ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD

Year-To-Date and 2021 Budget

This has been a tough year in many ways.  With services apart, 
we have seen some contributions slip off.  We have moved to a new 
bookeeping service which will save money and provide some enhanced 
technology features.  Unfortunately, thru October, General Operating 
and Mortgage contributions were $17,000 below expenses.  

As we are starting to pencil in a budget for expenses in 2021, we 
need to plan on contributions.  This is why we ask for Estimate of Giving 
cards.  Keeping in mind the building is now over 10 years old, 
maintenance becomes a regular item, and never cheap.  

Please help us with your Estimate of Giving card, mailed or 
emailed to the office.



In Our Prayers… 

• In Thanksgiving:  Leo McAvoy-Emrick arrived Nov. 21, 2020 to Dawn Sjaarda’s sister, Anna.  Although Leo is a 
preemie, he is healthy and thriving. 

• Our Sympathy:  to Ellen Lichtman and Sally Ponstein on the death of their sister-in-law Mary Reister October 29, 
2020; to Lois Robinson, family and friends on the passing of Gail Wahlgren, her sister-in-law, from COVID-19 
complications.  And to Vicki Russell, family and friends on the passing of Shirley Zych, 93, Vicki’s aunt, on 
November 23, 2020. 

• Healing/Peace: Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Patricia 
Bradfield, Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Kody De Haan, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten 
(Marijo's Sister), Alyssa Gorraiz, Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & 
RM (friends of Sjaardas), Julie and family (friend of Dawn S.), Rosa & Dan Johnson, (friends of Chris Manzo), 
Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Isaac Ludwig, Bob 
Lutz, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), 
Channa Sauer, Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Dave Vander Wal (friend of the Lamb family), Jon Wiening. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those in Michigan and around the country who are dealing with floods and 
severe storms during this time; families who have lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the 
economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita 
Zielke), Bonita Zielke. 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Anna McAvoy-Emrick (Dawn Sjaarda’s sister), Kindi Norvell Smith (Kris & Floyd’s niece), 
Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter). 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Kody DeHaan, Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ 
nephew), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & 
Debbie’s granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi 
Howard’s son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partners: Augustana Lutheran Church, Rev. David Doane, Tustin; St. Peter Lutheran Church, Rev. 
William Huether, Unionville; Northwestern Minnesota Synod, Bishop Bill Tesch, Moorhead, Minn.; Grace 
Lutheran Church, Rev. Paulette Cummings, Vassar; Lebanon Lutheran Church, Rev. Douglas Ogden, Whitehall; 
Zion Lutheran Church, Rev. Rebecca Ebb-Speese, Woodland; South Dakota Synod, Bishop Constanze Hagmaier, 
Sioux Falls, SD. 

Church  Council  Members: 
 Ellie Buggeln           (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com (Secretary) 
 Debbie Kleinjans  (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
 Chris Manzo  (616) 405-3048 chrismanzo@outlook.com (Vice President) 
 Jessica Underhill  (616) 848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com (President) 

IN OUR PRAYERS

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
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December
Anniversaries

Som & Chan Vixayphone 24

Birthdays
Ben Rohrer  2
Adam Preston  7
Jennifer Zylstra  12
Dave Wendt  13
Mike Russell  23
Brandan Bacon  25
Chris Manzo  25
Nicole Walters  28
Nancy Hazekamp  30
Rom Meyer  31

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE

The Measure of our Love 
Total Sunday Attendance, November: 115 

Average Sunday Attendance:  23 


