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       Sing Love, Not Fear 

“The love that we have always known, our constant joy and endless light, Now to the loveless world 
be shown, now break upon its deathly night.” 

"Into one song compress the love that rules our universe above; Sing love, sing love, sing God is love, 
sing love, sing God is love!” 

From “Before the Marvel of This Night” by Jaroslav Vajda  

These words from Jaroslav Vajda’s “Before the Marvel of This Night” seem especially appropriate      
to me as I reflect on this Advent and Christmas season. As we end what has been a difficult year,          
I wonder about how we are approaching this new year. We are exhausted, Qred of isolaQon, Qred     
of sorrow, Qred of fear. We are a weary world and in our weariness we have succumbed to fear      
and division. 

The miracle of this season is that God breaks through our weariness and fear, makes room when we 
say there is none and insists on staying. At Christmas we knelt at the manger. In Epiphany we follow 
the star and are invited to be part of God’s story of love. We return from our encounter with the 
Living Word with Joy. 

We are called to share that joy; to venture out into the fields where we may happen upon an       
angel chorus.  Out into the city where we may see a star or encounter learned scholars on their way 
to visit a baby.  We are called out of our fear and weariness and into the light of a new day, a new  
way of living! 

The Light of the World came into the world for such a Qme as this, a Qme of fear and of anger.           
To break into our deathly night and to place into our hearts a song of love not fear. 

My friends, I encourage you, this season, to take heart in that light.   Breathe deeply of the promise 
that God made in Christ, that God would be present with us in our world and that God would take 
our sins upon God’s-self.  Take heart in the hope that is Christ Jesus and take that hope in deeply so 
that we may know that there is nothing to fear. Let us be open to the light and live that openness in 
the way that we treat our neighbors and the stranger. 

It is my prayer this season and going into this new year that we be filled with light and that we are 
able to liW our voices in songs of love that drown out fear.  Amen. 

 Yours in Christ,    

   Pastor Jess
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616.772.4075  • Fax 616.772.6615 • gslc.office@icloud.com 
January 2021



GIFT OF GIVING TREE 

BOOK GROUP NEWS

Book Group
The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate

For January we will be discussing The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate, 
the story of three young women searching for family amid the destruction of the post–
Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher who learns of their story and its vital 
connection to her students’ lives.

This month we decided to purchase copies which we will donate to Herrick 
District Library after our meeting. This will be the start of a new "Book Bag" created 
for this title for book groups to borrow.

Book Group will be meeting via Zoom 
Wednesday, January 20th, at 4:30 pm.  

 Information about attending the Zoom meeting will be emailed, so if you are 
interested in joining, please let Laurie know via email laurie.schuldt@gmail.com or 
phone (616-406-9717). 

Carolyn Willaman with Trina Kent, from 
Samaritas, and daughters Gracie & Lyla 
picking up our gift card donations.

An Alternative Christmas Giving Tree

Good Shepherd has partnered with Samaritas for many years during the Christmas giving 
season by donating gifts to foster children in the community. It is a rewarding experience to be able 
to choose a child from our Christmas Giving Tree and buy them a gift they really want or need.

This year our giving options were greatly reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
we were able to come up with an alternate way to help the foster children at Samaritas. 
Brainstorming with Trina Kent, Foster Children Case Manager at Samaritas, we decided to 
purchase $25 gift cards from local stores. The gift cards could be given to foster families to 
use as Christmas gifts or to purchase Christmas gifts for their foster children. 

 Answering the call, our congregation 
donated 33 gift cards, totaling $825 for 
Samaritas.  Thanks for making the holidays 
brighter for the foster kids.

Kris Norvell & Carolyn Willaman
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Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Wednesday: 10:00 - 11:00 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
6:30 pm Happy Hour with PJ —2nd Wednesday of the 

Month
Thursday: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm —in Holland, available by 

appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

All Sunday Services and Activities have returned to on-line only.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, available via Zoom 10:00 and

	 	 	 available later via YouTube

	 Quilter’s Zoom Chat, 11:00 - 12:00 pm via Zoom

	 *WELCA Bible Study, 10:00 -11:00 am via Zoom

  	 	 	 ( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

Why Would I Use Breeze?

Have you signed up for Breeze access and wonder why?  There is 
a lot of information within Breeze that can help you keep in touch with 
members and friends and know what is happening in the life of the church 
at Good Shepherd.  Below is a list of some reasons to have access to 
Breeze, our church management software.  If you try one of these and run 
into an issue give Vicki Russell (616 796-8606) or Elizabeth Rohrer 
(616 633-5840) a call. 

• Send a GSLC friend an email.
• Find a GSLC friend’s address to mail a card to them.
• Change your email address, home address or phone number?  

Update it so we all have the correct information.
• Check the ‘Milestones’ on file for you and your family and let us know about necessary 

changes or additions.
• Locate a GSLC friend’s phone number.
• Use the calendar to click on the link to attend Sunday worship or another virtual event.
• Get a map to a GSLC friend’s house.
• Check the calendar to find out when or where a GSLC event is taking place.

Breeze is our church directory, saving us printing time and costs.  And it is always as up to 
date as the information you provide.  It is also the calendar of GSLC events.

WHY USE BREEZE?
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NOISY OFFERING

January and February 


	 Our January and February noisy offering is going to support the 
Ottawa County Community Action Agency Walk for Warmth.  The Walk For 
Warmth is an annual event each February that raises money to keep the 
heat on for families in Ottawa County.  CAA strives to assist households 
before it’s too late. All money collected (100% of the funds raised stay in 
Ottawa County) will go directly to families who have received a shut-off 
notice from their utility company.  This money will help keep the heat on and 
hearts warm in homes throughout our county.


	 The CAA walk this year will be virtual but your Mission and Outreach 
Team has a plan in the works to get us outside and seeing each other, 
socially distanced of course, if only for a short time.  We are watching 
COVID restrictions carefully as we discuss an event for Good Shepherd to 
be held in February.  Watch for details as we firm up our plans.


	 Save your coins at home, or send a donation via mail or your online 
contribution so we can help our neighbors stay warm this winter.  Please 
specify that your donation is for our noisy offering.

WALK LIKE A PENGUIN

When things get cold and icy,
And your path looks kind of dicey,

Waddle on!

Keep your toes all pointed out-y
Keep your knees all loosey-goosey,

Waddle on!
Keep your hands outside your pockets,
Take short steps so you won’t rocket,

Waddle on!

Take it slowly. Holey-moley,
So you won’t fall down and roll-y,

Waddle on!
Argonne National Laboratory

Walk like a Penguin!



FROM THE TREASURER

 We wrapped up November 'in the black' which 
helped bring our YTD performance much closer to 
break-even.    

 Estimate of Giving Cards for 2021 are coming  
in. If you have not yet done yours, please send it in  
to the office.  As we look forward to 2021, we look at 
anticipated expenses.  The contributions from you  
help us plan a budget for operating expenses and 
ministries.  This budget will be presented at our annual 
meeting in February.   

 Thank you for your continued support to GSLC. 
  Michael Russell 
  Treasurer

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

2021 ESTIMATE OF GIVING  

In gratitude for all that I/we have received from God, I am/we are planning to 
return to God the following from our treasures:  

$______________ Please check one of these:  

🀆   Check if this is an increase in giving from your household.  

Name(s) Please sign legibly. 

__________________________________________________  

“The earth is the Lordʼs, and everything in it.” Psalm 24:1 

Weekly.   🀆

Monthly  🀆

Annually. 🀆

ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD



The Measure of our Love 
Total Sunday Attendance, December: 97 

Average Sunday Attendance:  24 

Our grandson Isaac Ludwig is recovering 
well from his latest surgery, so it is time to remove 
him from the prayer list in the Yellow Pages. We 
have appreciated all the prayers on his behalf.

Thanks!
Tom

rec’d Dec. 6, 2020

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran,

It’s been a year of challenge and change….
we saw firsthand how this crisis fell hardest on those 
least able to withstand it with little set aside and 
limited support networks.  We were founded 
precisely for such a time as this, to stand with our 
neighbors, offering welcome, essential support and 
caring partnership.

We have never served so many people so 
quickly, and in the midst of so much change.  At the 
onset of COVID-19, our service more than tripled 
overnight.  [This included] over 500K meals through 
the Food Pantry and over 38K hot meals in to-go 
boxes through the Community Kitchen. 

Thank you so much for your past generosity-
your support helped make our 2020 emergency 
response possible.

Scott Rumpsa, Executive Director
Community Action House

rec’d Dec. 9, 2020

Thank you Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church ELCA—Holland, MI for providing 
Samaritas West MI thirty-three $25 gift cards for 
our kids in foster care.  You help us make their 
Holiday just a little brighter!

Trina Kent

from the Samaritas Facebook page, Dec. 9, 2020

January
Anniversaries

Dennis & Carolyn Willaman

Birthdays
Dan Gutknecht  1
Dennis Willaman  2
Laurie Schuldt  2
Jessica Bacon 5
Lois Robinson  10
Alex Johnson  17
Andy Rohrer  21
Annika Pearson  22
Brian Hurt  23
Lisa Pearson  27
James Walker  30



In Our Prayers… 

• Our Prayers and Sympathy:  for the family and friends of Daniel Schaffer, 73, (Deb Ludwig’s brother), who died 
unexpectedly.  To the family and friends of Allan Malan, Eve’s father, who passed away Dec. 17, 2020.   Also to 
the parents, family and friends of Penelope Joy Thep Saenebouttarath, (great niece of Kris & Floyd Norvell), who 
passed away via miscarriage due to cancer. 

• Healing/Peace: Marianne Hensley (friend of Corinne Becker), The Johnsons, Bryan Blank, Jessica Underhill, 
Sally H. (Laurie Schuldt’s friend, stage 4 lung cancer), Stephanie Thep Saenebouttarath (Kris & Floyd’s niece), 
Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Patricia Bradfield, Cassie, 
(friend of Chris Manzo), Kody De Haan, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten (Marijo's Sister), 
Alyssa Gorraiz, Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Jared P-H, (Dawn Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of 
Sjaardas), Julie and family (friend of Dawn S.), Rosa & Dan Johnson, (friends of Chris Manzo), Cathy Kelly, 
Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew Linn (friends of the Beckers), Isaac Ludwig, Bob Lutz, George 
Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Channa Sauer, 
Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Dave Vander Wal (friend of the Lamb family), Jon Wiening. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those in Michigan and around the country who are dealing with floods and 
severe storms during this time; families who have lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the 
economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Allan Malan, (Eve’s dad), Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita 
Zielke), Bonita Zielke. 

• Healthy Pregnancy: Kindi Norvell Smith (Kris & Floyd’s niece), Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter). 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney 
and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s 
son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partners: Christ Lutheran Church, Rev. Justin Walker, Wyoming; Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Rev. Lee 
Welker, Wyoming; Sudanese Christ Lutheran Church, Wyoming; Feast of Victory Lutheran Church, Rev. Carolyn 
Heider, Acme. 

Church  Council  Members: 

 Ellie Buggeln           (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com (Secretary) 
 Debbie Kleinjans  (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
 Chris Manzo  (616) 405-3048 chrismanzo@outlook.com (Vice President) 
 Jessica Underhill  (616) 848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com (President) 

IN OUR PRAYERS

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
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