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 In Christ’s Peace, 
 Pastor Christin

    the  
Shepherds Song’

       Experiencing Lent in a Pandemic 

 In March of 2020 we were halfway through our Lenten season when our lives changed forever; almost 
overnight we were thrust into a wilderness of isola;on.  We had to learn how to worship differently, how to 
meet in groups differently—how to live in a different and frightening world. In the midst of this isola;on we 
also experienced social unrest, violence, and division in a way most of us had never experienced.  

 It has now been almost a year in this wilderness and we have adapted; we have risen to the occasion 
and learned how to do everything virtually.  We are also exhausted and s;ll unsure of how the future will look 
and whether we will ever find a new “normal.” 
  
 Lent is a season about the wilderness—it is a ;me of transi;on and growth, a ;me when we are called 
out of our rou;ne and invited into a prac;ce of fas;ng and prayer.  But it has already been a year of fas;ng—
abstaining from gatherings, dining out, socializing in the normal way. And it has already been a year of prayer
—for ourselves, our frontline workers, our country. The ques;on is:  how do we experience this season of Lent 
in a meaningful way when we are so exhausted from simply trying to get through daily life? 
  
 To help us experience Lent in a way that is meaningful and keeps us connected as a community of faith 
Good Shepherd is providing “Lent in a bag”.  Each family will receive a giR bag that has ac;vi;es and liturgy 
for Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday, Ashes and a blessing for Ash Wednesday, materials to make a Lent 
centerpiece and a devo;onal produced by Good Shepherd complete with soup and bread recipes. My hope is 
that you and your family will use these resources for home worship and that you will join the greater 
community of Good Shepherd for communal worship virtually—you can find the links on our website and on 
the breeze calendar. 

 In addi;on to these Lenten resources I am also expanding my own availability to include Zoom office 
hours. Every Monday the Zoom worship space will be open from 1:30-3:30 p.m. and I will be available for 
prayer and conversa;on. This is not a formal worship ;me, but rather a ;me when you are invited to drop-in 
just as you would when I am at the office.  If you would rather see me in person, I am s;ll available Monday-
Thursday to meet with you. 

 In closing I want to honor the fact that it has been almost a year since the pandemic began and while 
we celebrate the availability of a vaccine, we also are experiencing exhaus;on. These past 11 months have 
been grueling—and you have made it through.  We, as a community, have made it through.  God has and will 
con;nue to sustain us. To remind us of God’s sustaining presence I want to send you this prayer that comes 
from the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. 

 Yours in Christ,    

   Pastor Jess
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 A Prayer for the Exhausted 

 O God of restora,on and renewal, 
 We come to You and the end of another day, and we are ,red. 
 Our minds are spinning, our bodies are aching, 
 And we aren’t sure where You are in all of this. 
 We ache for sabbath rest for our bodies and souls. 
 But how can we pause when work and life hang in the balance? 
 We’re pulled in all direc,ons— 
 Our communi,es, our commitments; our families, our futures. 
 We’re just trying to keep it together, but we’re ,red from the push and pull. 
 We ache for quiet in a shou,ng world. 
 Help us remember that while produc,vity is lauded in our culture, 
 You welcome us to pause in Your kingdom. 
 You, who call us Beloved and beckon us to lie down. 
 We ask for rest for every weary body and soul. 
 Help us not push ourselves and others so hard 
 That we forget the miracle of Christ right in front of us. 

 May the God of rest and renewal bless you and give you peace. 

  Yours in Christ, 
   Pastor Jess 

FEBRUARY LENTEN SCHEDULE

A PRAYER FOR THE EXHAUSTED

February Lenten Schedule:  

February 10, Wednesday - 
Drive through communion, 12:15 - 1:15 pm and 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

February 17, Ash Wednesday - 
Drive through communion with ashes, 12:15 - 1:15 pm and 6:00 - 7:00 pm.

February 17, Ash Wednesday - 
Worship via Zoom, 7:00 pm. link below

February 24, Wednesday - 
Devotions and Holden Evening Prayer via Zoom, 6:30 - 7:30 pm. link below

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87525508195?pwd=MmtjVENGaUg3ODFuaXhhUHR1TVR3Zz09
Meeting ID: 875 2550 8195,  Passcode: 022399

http://links.breezechms.com/ls/click?upn=tQDFDhR0nEOlNZKVZKv2dIY-2FhEKhFVeYZo20tYHcV7NFXHWZsbfteyxmGYoE7dUBwhRz1nkGOSpbTiEc2jZvJBaRcCTisx35oPFwGFEujejy9V2qXUS3yRmlQyzkkebh0zLO_S25MDC0xLVjmLC9kTC4KIh1ohRlHtsChSEmYmjrdMCtCtfflbx0KDpsYSKdHNJ-2BDezVqfBWMZYuW5SHBaN-2BWtvXVJI1MkmKlT027I505Qrj2X6Gav9X61SvqqW17X57kqEItcX9Vi-2FHTX5uF2euPcZpP9j-2B6ako5D0goGGbdVpYpSPbCZcc96JBDslriXuEFzaSIfyXtpmQJLNjOIxhp39ZL-2BqzG3h-2FZoTcoIET2Gr88kFovZYyJ97u-2FTKjRFCvsqVqpwj4ZBVoAoPVF9Vp3EGdoieGAEdn8ap7uwLDzDe4-3D


Book Group
Daughter of Moloka’i 

  
 This month the Book Group is reading Daughter of Moloka’i, the sequel 
to Moloka’i, by Alan Brennert. This continues the story of Ruth, daughter of 
Rachel, a leper, who is quarantined in a leprosy settlement in Hawaii. Ruth is 
taken from her parents as an infant and adopted by a Japanese family. The 
timeline runs into the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the internment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II and Ruth's life beyond. We will be meeting via 
Zoom at 4:30 pm on Wednesday, February 17th (Ash Wednesday). Books are 
available to sign out at the Welcome Center or by contacting Laurie at 
616-406-9717. 

 Information about attending the Zoom meeting will be emailed, so if you 
are interested in joining, please let Laurie know via email 
laurie.schuldt@gmail.com or phone (616-406-9717). 

BOOK GROUP NEWS

WATER FOR THOSE IN NEED

The Bottled Water Project

Since June 22, 2020, GSLC has provided bottled water to the 
Community Action House - Community Kitchen to accompany the take-away 
meals served by the Kitchen.  The Community Kitchen provides free meals, 
7 days a week, up to 180 meals a day, to anyone in need. Meal recipients are 
having more difficulties obtaining food and drink due to the pandemic.

Congregation members dropped off 108 cases of water to our church building. These were delivered 
to the Kitchen shortly after.  We have also received $1,840 in donations from church members.  This is used 
to purchase more water to meet demand.  We now have about $900 left.  We estimate this will take us 
through the middle of May.  Bryan Blank, A.J. Rosally (Steve & Terry Grossman’s son-in-law), Steve 
Grossman, and Dennis Willaman have been purchasing the bottles of water and delivering them to the 
Kitchen.

After the middle of May, if this ministry is still needed, we will be asking for more financial help.  
If this ministry is no longer needed, we plan to give whatever is left in the project fund to the Community 
Action House. We will probably know by April whether more financing will be needed or not.  In either case 
the money will be helping the homeless.

If you are willing to support this ministry now, you may contribute with donations of money or water 
delivered to the church office or with an online contribution through the church’s website 
goodshepherdhollandmi.com.  Please mark the donation:  Water Project

If you have any questions about this ministry please direct your questions to Dennis Willaman at 
willamandennis780@gmail.com or by phone at 616-335-2447.
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Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office, 
1:30 - 3:30 pm - PJ’s Zoom office hours

Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —by appointment
Wednesday: 10:15 - 11:15 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Thursday: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm —in Holland, available by 

appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

All Sunday Services and Activities have returned to on-line only.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, available via Zoom 10:00 am and

	 	 	 available later via YouTube

	 *PJ’s Zoom Office Hours, 1:30 - 3:30 pm via Zoom

	 Quilter’s Zoom Chat, 11:00 - 12:00 pm via Zoom

	 *WELCA Bible Study, 10:15 -11:15 am via Zoom

  	 	 	 ( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


Why Would I Use Breeze?

Have you signed up for Breeze access and wonder why?  There is 
a lot of information within Breeze that can help you keep in touch with 
members and friends and know what is happening in the life of the church 
at Good Shepherd.  Below is a list of some reasons to have access to 
Breeze, our church management software.  If you try one of these and run 
into an issue give Vicki Russell (616 796-8606) or Elizabeth Rohrer 
(616 633-5840) a call. 

• Send a GSLC friend an email.
• Find a GSLC friend’s address to mail a card to them.
• Change your email address, home address or phone number?  

Update it so we all have the correct information.
• Check the ‘Milestones’ on file for you and your family and let us know about necessary 

changes or additions.
• Locate a GSLC friend’s phone number.
• Use the calendar to click on the link to attend Sunday worship or another virtual event.
• Get a map to a GSLC friend’s house.
• Check the calendar to find out when or where a GSLC event is taking place.

Breeze is our church directory, saving us printing time and costs.  And it is always as up to 
date as the information you provide.  It is also the calendar of GSLC events.

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

WHY USE BREEZE?

mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com


January and February 


	 Our January and February noisy offering is going to support the 
Ottawa County Community Action Agency Walk for Warmth.  The Walk 

For Warmth is an annual event each February that raises money to keep 

the heat on for families in Ottawa County.  CAA strives to assist households 
before it’s too late. All money collected (100% of the funds raised stay in 
Ottawa County) will go directly to families who have received a shut-off 
notice from their utility company.  This money will help keep the heat on and 
hearts warm in homes throughout our county.


	 Save your coins at home, or send a donation via mail or your online 
contribution so we can help our neighbors stay warm this winter.  Please 
specify that your donation is for our noisy offering.

NOISY OFFERING / WALK FOR WARMTH

COME JOIN US! 

Come join us for a Good Shepherd Walk for Warmth.  
Saturday, February 6, 2021, 2:00 pm

Although CAA’s Walk for Warmth is virtual, ours is not.  After an opening prayer, 
we will walk an approximately 2-mile route from church to Helder Park and back.  Then 
we will conclude with a short service of prayer and holy communion (masked and 
socially distanced of course).

 So save your coins and join us on Saturday, February 6 at 2:00 pm.  Dress warm and 
meet us at church for a time of outreach, fellowship, exercise, fresh air, and prayer!

Not interested in walking?  That’s fine!  You can support the walkers with waves from your 
car and join us for prayer and communion!  
Don’t want to walk 2 miles?  No problem!  Turn back to church whenever you are ready!  
Not In Town or Snowbirding?  Walk in your own neighborhood.  Take a picture and send it to 
Church.

If the weather is not looking good, we will postpone the event until February 13 at 2:00 pm.  
Watch your email for last-minute updates.

If you have any questions, please contact a member of the Mission and Outreach Committee: 
Elizabeth Rohrer: elyrohrer@gmail.com, 616-633-5480  
Vicki Russell:  vicki0528@gmail.com, 616-796-8606
Carolyn Willaman:  carolynwillaman@gmail.com, 616-335-2447 
Julie Wolff: wolffwife@gmail.com, 616-566-6251
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February
Anniversaries

No Known Anniversaries 

This Month 

Birthdays
Steve Johnson  1
Caroline Lindsley 1
Emma Manzo  13
Kennedy Sauer  14
Gigi Howard  14
Kylie Lindsley  24
Stan Kleinjans  26

PJ’S ZOOM OFFICE HOURS

PJ’s Zoom Office Hours.  

Mondays, Starting February 1, 2021 
 1:30-3:30, 

 Pastor Jess will be opening the worship service Zoom link for Zoom Office Hours.  

  Log on if you would like a prayer, have news, questions or comments or to visit.  
  
   Almost the same as dropping in at the church for regular in-person office hours. 



The Measure of our Love 
We have started to count computers connected to 

the Zoom link as families since not everybody signs 
in to the worship services.  

  
Total Sunday Attendance:  34 families, 64 persons 

Average Sunday Attendance:  
16 documented persons 

Thank you for all your messages, cards and 
kind words during this difficult time. It is hard to believe 
my dad escaped having covid for 9 months, and then, 
after testing positive, it was a matter of 8 days before 
he was gone. We now know that he chose to stop 
eating the day after he was diagnosed, and refused 
pain meds until the end. He was at peace with his 
decision. He had a cough, fever, back pain, loss of 
taste and smell and confusion, all signs of covid. The 
Tuesday before he passed, the pain was the worst and 
he succumbed to the medicine that evening and never 
woke up again. Thursday morning he suffered from a 
stroke, and died two hours later. The ironies are that 
that very day the veterans home was administering the 
vaccine which he was no longer eligible for, and he was 
to be discharged from the covid unit 1-2 days later 
because he was terminal and somewhat recovering, 
even with symptoms. The important thing is he made it 
to his 50th wedding anniversary this past August. He 
turned 97 in November.  Keep us in your thoughts as 
we plan to carry out his wishes this spring/summer and 
scatter his ashes at some of his memorable places. My 
girls loved their grandfather and we all miss him, but 
we are grateful he is watching over us every day. 

If you would still like to do something in his 
memory, you may donate to the Grand Rapids Home 
for Veterans where he lived for the last year. Thank 
you. 

Eve,  Church Music Director
rec’d Jan. 3, 2021 via email

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE

Thank you so much for our gift card!  We so 
appreciate your generosity during this difficult time.  
Life with Covid is hard enough, and we can’t believe 
it happened to us.  We are thankful he made it to 97 
and is no longer suffering.  Thanks!

Eve and Deanna

rec’d January 15, 2021

Grace and peace to you from your family in 
Christ at South Sudanese Christ Lutheran 
Congregation in Wyoming.  

We truly thank you for considering our 
congregation during your worship services on 
December 20, 2020.  

May God heal our wounds and keep us 
healthy as we grow in spirits.

Again, thank you for praying for our 
congregation.

In our Lord’s service,
Paul Mawut

rec’d January 18, 2021



In Our Prayers… 

• Congratulations: Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter), gave birth to a baby girl 3 months ago. 
• Our Prayers and Sympathy:  To the family and friends of Allan Malan, Eve’s father, who passed away Dec. 17, 

2020.   Also to the parents, family and friends of Penelope Joy Thep Saenebouttarath, (great niece of Kris & Floyd 
Norvell) who passed away via miscarriage due to cancer. 

• Healing/Peace: Rick Artwick (Dawn Sjaarda’s uncle), Bryan Blank, Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' 
nephew), Patricia Bradfield, Brian (Jessica Bacon’s uncle), Cassie, (friend of Chris Manzo), Kody De Haan, Carol 
Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten (Marijo's Sister), Joan Garrett (Laurie Schuldt’s mom), Alyssa 
Gorraiz, Sally H. (Laurie Schuldt’s friend, stage 4 lung cancer), Marianne Hensley (friend of Corinne 
Becker),Hilda (member of Emanuel A. de D.), Cathy Kelly, Mark Kelly (Donna’s nephew), Jared P-H, (Dawn 
Sjaarda’s cousin) JM & RM (friends of Sjaardas), The Johnsons, Julie and family (friend of Dawn S.), Rosa & Dan 
Johnson, (friends of Chris Manzo), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew Linn (friends of 
the Beckers), Bob Lutz, Jonas Pearson, George Preisler and wife Donna (former members), Roland Rivera, 
Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Channa Sauer, Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Stephanie Thep 
Saenebouttarath (Kris & Floyd’s niece), Jessica Underhill, Dave Vander Wal (friend of the Lamb family), Jon 
Wiening. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those families in Michigan, the country and around the world who have 
lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Bonita Zielke. 
• Healthy Pregnancy: Kindi Norvell Smith (Kris & Floyd’s niece), Myariah Vixayphone, (Som’s granddaughter). 
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney 

and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s 
son-in-law).   

•  Prayer Partners: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Revs. Dan Ward & John Burow, Allegan; Grace Lutheran Church, 
Rev. Tom Orth, UCC, Alpena; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rev. John Shipman, Alpena; St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Supply Pastors, Au Goes; St. John’s Lutheran Church, Rev. Jim Morgan, Baroda; Eastern North Dakota Synod, 
Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth, Fargo, North Dakota. 

Church  Council  Members: 

 Ellie Buggeln           (616) 399-0591; elliebuggeln@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918 elliott.eisaman@gmail.com (Secretary) 
 Debbie Kleinjans  (616) 88607918 deborahkleinjans@gmail.com 
 Chris Manzo  (616) 405-3048 chrismanzo@outlook.com (Vice President) 
 Jessica Underhill  (616) 848-9367 brianjessunderhill@yahoo.com (President) 

IN OUR PRAYERS

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
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