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So Now What? 

 Grace and Peace in the name of Jesus, the risen Christ! 

 Well, it’s been a long ;me, but we are star;ng to meet in-person again, and  
one of the ques;ons you might be pondering is “now what?”  How do we re-engage  
in ministry again?  One ministry that I have been thinking about is our ministry to and  
with the youth and families in our congrega;on.  I am invi;ng you to join me in thinking 
about this ques;on by being part of the Youth and Family Faith Forma;on team. 

 The purpose of this team is to support the faith forma;on of our kids and  
their families through educa;on (Sunday School, Confirma;on etc.), worship that 
celebrates milestones (Bibles, First Communion etc.), and events and par;cipa;on in 
our faith community.  My dream is that this team would be made up of kids and adults 
(note: ALL adults are welcome) who are passionate about crea;ng opportuni;es for 
youth and their families to grow in faith in a community.  I am hoping that together we 
can create engaging and crea;ve ways for youth and their families to par;cipate in 
ministry and worship life at Good Shepherd.  

 To create a ministry that is engaging and meaningful we need a diverse group  
of people par;cipa;ng, the more voices we have the more vibrant the ministry will be.  
Together we can imagine and engage in ministry that will reach out to families in the 
community and support the faith forma;on of all the families who come to worship 
with us.   

 Please pray and consider being a part of this team, I am excited to see where the 
Holy Spirit will lead us.    

  Yours in Christ,   
  

     Pastor Jess
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3990 N. 112th Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424 
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RE-ENGAGING IN-PERSON: A LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION

Grace and Peace to you, Friends in Christ! 

        AXer a challenging year of worshipping online and being apart from one another, the leadership of Good 
Shepherd is happy to announce that Good Shepherd will be opening our building.  Sundays we will be gathering 
for our 10:00 am worship service in-person and broadcas;ng via Zoom for those who wish to worship from 
home. Our in-person gatherings will be held outdoors as weather allows; so please be prepared by dressing for 
the weather and bringing a lawn chair. The Church building and grounds will also be available for small groups 
and commi]ee mee;ngs; whenever possible we ask that these mee;ngs be conducted outdoors. Any changes to 
our worship schedule will be posted on our Facebook Page: h]ps://www.facebook.com/
GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI   our website: goodshepherdhollandmi.com and via email. 

       Because not all of us are vaccinated and there con;nue to be variants of the virus there are precau;ons that 
need to be taken to keep everyone safe.  When using the building or grounds please do the following: 

1.  Always wear a mask. 

2.  Sign-in whenever you are in the building. 

3.  When inside the building, use the chairs that have already been set up to allow for social distancing. 

4.  Disinfect the area you are using when you are done. 

5.  Refrain from singing when we are indoors 

6.  Do not linger in the Commons area once worship is over. 

7.  Keep a lawn chair in your car for when we have outdoor worship. 

As a community of faith, it is important that we show our love for one another by taking safety measures so 
that the most vulnerable among us is protected. One of the most important ways that each of us can show 
compassion during this ;me is to get vaccinated and, if you are comfortable doing so, sharing your vaccina;on 
status with Pastor Jess—this informa;on will be kept confiden;al and is extremely helpful in determining how 
soon we can engage in ac;vi;es like singing indoors. 

One important part of gathering in-person is maintaining a clean and invi;ng space; the leadership of Good 
Shepherd is asking all of us to help achieve that by sharing the cleaning responsibili;es. Please look to our May 
newsle]er for more informa;on about how to help with this task.   

This past year has been difficult and the process of adjus;ng to our “new normal” will take some ;me.  We 
will never go back to the “way it was before”; like Abraham we have been called out of our familiar places and 
into a new way of being the Church in Holland. This is an opportunity for us to not only experience healing for the 
past year in our own community, but to be a vessel of healing outside of our doors.  I encourage you to dream of 
ways that we can re-engage one another and our communi;es.  God has been faithful during this difficult ;me 
and we have persevered. Over this past year Pastor Jess and the leadership of Good Shepherd has con;nually 
prayed for each of you and I, personally, look forward with joy to worship in-person again. I give thanks for the 
vaccine that has made this possible, I thank God for each of you and I ask God to con;nue to faithfully guide 
Good Shepherd. 

 Yours in Christ, 
  Pastor Jessica Rivera-Walker 

https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI


Clean the 
Week of

Team A:  Clean, dust & 
vacuum Commons and 
conference room

Team B: Vacuum & dust 
entry, hall, & coat racks 
clean & sanitize kitchen

Team C:  Clean, dust & 
vacuum sanctuary, altar, 
sacristy, sound booth

Team D:  Clean,  
vacuum/mop & sanitize 
bathrooms

April 26

May 3

May 10

May 17

May 24

May 31

June 7

June 14

June  21

June 28

Many Hands Needed to Keep the Work Load Light!


An important part of gathering in-person is maintaining a clean and inviting space; the leadership of 
Good Shepherd is asking all of us to help achieve that by sharing the cleaning responsibilities.  The 
cleaning has been divided into 4 teams with 4 areas to clean.  The list is below.  A sign-up sheet is also 
below.  The office is open Mon, Wed, Fri, 9:00 am - 2:00pm.  After Memorial Day, May 31 office hours are 
Tue, Wed, Thurs, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.  If you have a key, you may access the building anytime.  


Team A

	 Clean the Commons - dust and vacuum

	 Clean the conference room - dust and vacuum

	 

Team B 

	 Clean entry, hall, coat rack areas - dust and vacuum

	 Clean and sanitize kitchen


Team C

	 Clean sanctuary, altar, sacristy, sound booth - dust and vacuum


Team D

	 Clean and sanitize bathrooms


NEW CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE



Book Group
Becoming,  the memoir of former First Lady Michelle Obama.  

 For the May Book Group meeting we will discuss the memoir of former 
First Lady Michelle Obama, Becoming. In this work of deep reflection and 
mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites listeners into her world, from 
her childhood on the south side of Chicago, to life as a young attorney, a wife, 
a mother, all the way to the White House.  

 Please pick up a book at the church - they are on the Welcome Table, 
along with the sign-out sheet - or contact Laurie at (616) 406-9717.  We will 
meet at church at 4:30 pm on May 19, 2021 unless otherwise notified. 

BOOK GROUP NEWS

EASTER EGG HUNT

Thanks to You:

Sally Ponstein - for setting up this year’s 
Easter Egg Hunt.  Greatly appreciated!

The Bacon Family, Ellen Lichtman, James 
Walker and Sally - for hiding the Easter 
eggs and collecting the spares afterwards.
Many Thanks!  



Sunday Services and Activities are also on-line.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, also available via Zoom 10:00 am and

	 	 	 available later via YouTube

	 Quilter’s Zoom Chat, Tuesdays, 11:00 - 12:00 pm via Zoom

	 *WELCA Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10:15 -11:15 am via Zoom

	 Pastor in the Park, 3:00 - 5:00 pm, Thursdays: Helder Park, Zeeland 

	 	 May 6 & 20, 2021, Kollen Park, Holland May 13 & 27, 2021


( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


Introducing “Pastor in the Park”  

Come chat with Pastor Jess in the great outdoors!  
Thursdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm. 

May 6 & 20 — Helder Park, Zeeland 
May 13 & 27 — Kollen Park, Holland

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS BEGIN

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

NEW - PASTOR IN THE PARK

Summer Hours Return!
The church office will be open for the summer:

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

May 31, 2021 through September 6, 2021 
(Memorial Day through Labor Day)



NOISY OFFERING - RESILIENCE:ADVOCATE FOR ENDING VIOLENCE

FROM THE TREASURER

The Noisy Offering for May and June will go to Resilience: Advocate 
for Ending Violence (formerly known as The Center for Women in Transition).  
The Mission of Resilience is to respond to, reduce, and prevent domestic and 
sexual violence in Ottawa and Allegan counties.  

In 2020 over 1,200 survivors used their services.  They provided safe 
housing for 181 individuals, had 2,412 help line phone calls, provided 51 
sexual assault exams, and spent $382,379 on housing assistance.

Many find that poverty creates additional barriers to living an abuse-free 
life.  This summer Resilience will provide clients with laundry baskets filled with 
taxable everyday necessities (that cannot be purchased with SNAP or WIC).  
For May and June we will have laundry baskets in the commons where we will 
collect the following items:

Baby lotion Hair care products
Baby shampoo Hand lotion
Baby wipes Lip care
Body wash Nail care
Bug spray Pads
Combs/hairbrushes Razors & shave cream
Cotton balls Shampoo/conditioner
Dental floss Sunscreen
Face lotion Tampons
Face wash Toothbrushes
First aid kits Toothpaste

In addition to these personal care items we will be collecting:
New underwear and socks (all shapes and sizes)
New/gently used seasonally appropriate women’s clothing and accessories

Be sure the clothing is clean, ironed and on hangers.  We will use the 
coat racks to store these items.

Don’t forget, Noisy Offering accepts checks and online donations as 
well as coins in the cans.

A Note From Your Treasurer: 

The first three months have come and gone.  Let’s look forward to 
warmer weather and, hopefully, worship in person. So far we have been 
able to keep expenses down with lower utility and operating costs but 
our contributions are still falling short of our needs.  Our deficit for the 
1st quarter of 2021 is $9,200.  Please continue to remember that even 
though we have been meeting via zoom our staff is still working, we 
continue to pay our mortgage and our building and grounds still require 
maintenance and upkeep.  

	 Michael Russell 
       Treasurer



Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office, 
Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —by appointment
Wednesday: 10:15 - 11:15 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Thursday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm — available by appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
(Fridays for emergencies only.)
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

May
Anniversaries
Carol & Craig Ollermann  18
Merle Malmquist & 

Wayne Nestander  23
Kris & Floyd Norvell  24
Perry & Lisa Pearson  25
Laurie & Duane Schuldt  28

Birthdays
Ellen Lichtman  5
Chris Simoni  5
Donna Vargo  7
Jessica Underhill  8
Lynda Parrott  10
Jeff Hardy  15
Jamey Cousins  18
Nora Leppala  21
Terry Grossman  22
Corinne Becker  23
Carol Ollermann  24
Jonathon Hurt  26
Bryan Blank  26
Kris Norvell  27
Vicki Russell  28

Church  Council  Members: 

 Jessica Bacon  (920) 889-8706,  jessica.lois.bacon@gmail.com 
 Bryan Blank  (616) 312-9358,  knalbb26@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918,  elliott.eisaman@gmail.com  (President) 
 Rob Parrott  (616) 836-0172,  parrott@chartermi.net  (Vice President) 
 Vicki Russell  (616) 796-8606,  vicki0528@gmail.com  (Secretary) 
  
  

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

COUNCIL MEMBERS

mailto:pj.gslc@gmail.com
mailto:elliott.eisaman@gmail.com
mailto:parrott@chartermi.net
mailto:vicki0528@gmail.com


In Our April Prayers… 
• Congratulations:  Emma Bacon gave birth to Jackson David Kleinjans, Sunday, April 11, 2021.  Everyone is 

healthy and doing well. 
• Our Sympathies:  To the family and friends of Maryanne Hensley (friend of Corinne Becker) who passed away on 

March 20, 2021. 
• Healing/Peace: Chad Stettnichs (cousin of Perry Pearson), Gary Bowman, hernia surgery, The Brockmeyer family 

for Covid recovery (nephew of the Willamans), Bob Kent (brother-in-law of Kris & Floyd Norvell) fell on the ice 
& went into emergency surgery, Brian (Jessica Bacon’s uncle), Jonas Pearson, Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland 
(Beckers' nephew), Patricia Bradfield, Kody De Haan, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten 
(Marijo's Sister), Joan Garrett (Laurie Schuldt’s mom), Alyssa Gorraiz, Sally H. (Laurie Schuldt’s friend, stage 4 
lung cancer), Julie and family (friend of Dawn S.), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum (friend of Underhills), Andrew 
Linn (friends of the Beckers), Roland Rivera, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), 
Stephanie Thep Saenebouttarath (Kris & Floyd’s niece), Dave Vander Wal (friend of the Lamb family), Jon 
Wiening. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those families in Michigan, the country and around the world who have 
lost loved ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Bonita Zielke. 
• Healthy Pregnancy: Emma Bacon. 
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney 

and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s 
granddaughter), Alex Miller, Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s 
son-in-law).   

•  Prayer Partners: Zion Lutheran Church, Rev. Scott Torkko, Cadillac; Peace Lutheran Church, Rev. Neil Brady, 
Charlotte; St. Thomas Ev. Lutheran Church, Rev. David Hueter, Cheboygan; Zion Lutheran Church, Rev. Julie 
Schneider-Thomas, Comstock Park.  

The Measure of our Love 
We have started to count computers connected to the 
Zoom link as families since not everybody signs in to 

the worship services.  
  

Total Sunday Attendance:   36 families,  117 persons 
Average Sunday Attendance:  

29 documented persons 

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your support of the students 
and staff at Escape Ministries.  Your gift is making 
a difference in the lives of the students we serve. 
Whether it is in the Alternative School, the after school 
tutoring program, the Career Connections job training 
program, youth mentoring program or West Side 
boxing, the students we serve are being equipped to 
overcome some of the many obstacles they face. You 
are making a difference in this community.

May God Bless you,  Sincerely,
Todd Krygsheld, Executive Director

Our Sept/Oct 2020 Noisy Offering recipient of $554.77

rec’d April 14, 2021

IN OUR APRIL PRAYERS


