
 When I was a little g 
 In Christ’s Peace, 
 Pastor Christin

    the  
Shepherds Song’

The Work We Can Do 
  Grace and peace to you! 
 Do you ever feel like an overloaded circuit breaker? Like you can’t keep up with all of the things in life that are 
demanding your energy? 
 In her August 17th article for her Blog “The Corners”*, ELCA Public Theologian Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber talks 
about an old apartment she used to live in that wasn’t designed to hold all of the modern electronic devices, so that when 
she tried to use two electronic devices at once the fuse would short.  She goes on to compare that old fuse box with the 
psychological load that many of us are bearing today: 

I think of that fuse box often these days, because friends, I just do not think our psyches were developed 
to hold, feel and respond to everything coming at them right now; every tragedy, injustice, sorrow and 
natural disaster happening to every human across the entire planet, in real time every minute of every 
day.  The human heart and spirit were developed to be able to hold, feel and respond to any tragedy, 
injustice, sorrow or natural disaster that was happening IN OUR VILLAGE. 

 I found this article particularly relevant now, as we prepare for God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday on September 
12th. This year for GWOH we are honoring all of the ways we do God’s work with our hands in our community through 
different service projects. The link between GWOH and Pastor Bolz-Weber’s article is this: what we do IN OUR 
VILLAGE matters.  
 I have heard some of you say that the amount of sorrow and difficulty in the world is overwhelming, you feel as 
though you can’t help enough. As people of compassion who follow Jesus we often feel overwhelmed at the need we see 
in the world; especially now during a time of pandemic, climate disaster and social unrest. I know that I have had 
moments where I have thought that I wasn’t doing enough for the world; not bringing enough attention to a particular 
issue, not giving enough, not working hard enough at doing God’s Work with my hands.  It is at these moments that I 
need to be reminded of what I am, and importantly AM NOT, able to carry. I am reminded that the simple acts we do 
every day on behalf of our neighbor matter. 
 This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t care about the world beyond our immediate village—it does mean that we 
are able to choose what work we do. It means that God knows we cannot hold all the world’s hurts in our hands and our 
hearts, God knows that we need to be restored and rejuvenated when our energy runs out.  
 Friends, we are exhausted. We are not meant to carry the grief and pain of the entire world.  We are not meant to 
save the entire world. Our baptismal call is not to bear all of it, but instead to use our gifts in service of our neighbor; 
doing what we are able to do in love.  Because the beauty of being a community of believers is that we all have different 
gifts. No one pair of hands can do all of God’s work, but each pair of hands doing what they can do accomplishes much.  
So, if you are feeling overwhelmed and burned out 
 Stop.  Take a breath.  
 Ask yourself “What work am I able to do? What work is mine to do?” 
 Ask God for the strength to do that. 
 Your work is enough. 
     Yours in Christ 

      Pastor Jess 

*You can find the entire article “If You Can’t Take In Anymore, There’s A Reason” at 
https://thecorners.substack.com/p/if-you-cant-take-in-anymore-theres or on our FB page 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
3990 N. 112th Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424 

616.772.4075 • gslc.office@icloud.com 
September 2021

https://thecorners.substack.com/p/if-you-cant-take-in-anymore-theres


BOTTLED WATER PROJECT

THANK YOU!! 

Bottled Water for the CAH Kitchen To-go Meals 
	 Since June 22, 2020, the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has been providing bottled 
water to the CAH Kitchen to distribute with their packaged to-go meals each day.  We have 
had to make 2 or 3 deliveries a week to keep up with the demand.  Many of you have 
contributed by giving cash or actual cases of bottled water.  All of which has been given to 
the Kitchen over the past 14 months.

	 Our last deliveries to the Kitchen were in August this year.  At first the sources of 
public water for the homeless were locked up and it was difficult for many of them to 
access water.  That changed but the Kitchen still had to make to-go meals because the 
gatherings for eating meals are hot spots for spreading the virus.

	 Over the past 14 months we have provided almost 800 cases of bottled water (19,200 
bottles) and spent almost $2,400 in cash and hours of time and transportation costs on this 
ministry.  All because of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

	 The staff at the kitchen have been very grateful for the bottled water deliveries and 
want to thank Good Shepherd for this service over the past 14 months.  It has been my 
pleasure to coordinate this ministry and I want to thank Steve Grossman for all of his 
assistance.

	 	 	 Thank you and may God bless you all.

	 	 	 	 	 Dennis Willaman

The World needs everyone to recycle 
	 There have been a lot of articles printed and TV programs that have shown the 
environmental changes that have been occurring in the world.  People are the major 
contributors to carbon dioxide in the atmosphere which is causing the earth to get warmer.  
This is such a big and complicated subject that it has caused a tremendous amount of 
discussion.  As individuals we cannot do much to improve the environment but if everyone 
participates in some way maybe we can slow down the warming of the earth. 


What can we as individuals do?  We have to realize that it is a real problem that 
requires action.  There are actions we, as individuals, can take.

First let’s use what is readily available.  We have allowed BPV Environmental to place a 
dumpster (PAPERGATOR) on our property.

Paper Recycling Facts 

	 Recycling 1 ton of paper saves 17 mature trees, 7000 gallons of water, 3 cubic 
yards of landfill space, 2 barrels of oil, and 4100 kilowatt hours of electricity (enough 
energy to power the average American home for five months).

THE WORLD NEEDS EVERYONE TO RECYCLE



PaperGator Recycling 
	 In 2006, BPV Environmental found a way to streamline the 
recycling process and improve quality by starting a com-munity 
recycling program where non-profit organizations, primarily 
churches and schools, get paid to collect recyclable paper. This 
paper is the base of its products. PaperGator has grown to over 
500 locations in West Michigan, Mid Michigan and NE Indiana, 
providing a lot of support for non-profit organizations.

	 Paper collected from this program is the main source of BPV 
Environmental’s products which are: pet care products - small 
animal bedding; cat, dog and small animal litter and lawn & garden 
care products;  hydro-seeding mulch, lawn repair kits, and 
combination kits for lawns & flower beds.

	 BPV Environmental is the only company to collect, recycle, 
process, package and ship its products directly from its factory in Byron Center, Michigan.

What CAN go in PaperGator bins? 
• School/Office Paper 
• Newspaper 
• Junk Mail 
• Hard & Soft Cover Books 
• Magazines 
• Shredded Paper (Bagged in Clear Plastic) 
• Paperboard (Cereal Type Boxes) 
• * Cardboard (12″ x 12″ or smaller) 

* We can accept 12″ x 12″ (or smaller) cardboard only! Our machines have issues with larger 
pieces. 

   What CANNOT go in bins? 
• No Plastic 
• No Metal 
• No Glass 
• No Garbage 
• No Cardboard (Larger than 12” x  12”) 

PLEASE!  Don’t contaminate the paper recycling stream by putting non-recyclables 
in the PAPERGATOR bin. 

We, as individuals, can support the recycling process by bringing our newspapers 
and other accepted items to the PaperGator.  By doing so we help complete the 
recycling loop assuring a healthy environment for current and future generations.

THE WORLD NEEDS EVERYONE TO RECYCLE



God’s Work Our Hands 
September 12, 2021 

Choose from the service options below.  More information about each 
option is available on the bulletin board in the commons. Whenever you 
complete a service opportunity please trace your own hand on colored 
paper, write what you did on the hand, (add your name if you wish), and 
use funtack to display your work on the glass between the sanctuary 
and the commons.  Let’s see if we can fill all of the windows with 
examples of Our Hands doing God’s Work. 

1. 24 hour prayer chain: 9am Sat. 9/11 - 9 am Sun. 9/12 
2. Park Clean up: choose a park and pick up trash 

1. Helder Park or Kollen Park: anytime or join Pastor Jess 
2. Be a Beach Buddy at Tunnel, Kirk, or North Beach Park 

3. Work day at GSLC: Saturday, September 11, 2021 
4. Write thank you notes to first responders 
5. Learn about and participate in more recycling 
6. Volunteer at the Camp Sunshine fundraiser: Saturday, September 18, 2021 
7. Decorate our bike path with chalk art: Sunday, September 12, 2021 

 Celebration September 12, 2021 
Come for worship, dedication of our prayer tree/prayer box, and picnic.  Bring your own picnic lunch, 
beverage, reusable tableware, chair or blanket.  Dessert will be provided.

  Choir Postponed 

 After being part of a discussion with the worship committee regarding singing, 
reading the CDC recommendations and researching the Delta Variant information, 
I am postponing choir. Even with vaccinations, Covid and the Delta variant can be 
spread through particles in the air, through a mask, and affect individuals with and 
without vaccines. The goal is to resume at the end of September depending on the 
status of this information and CDC recommendations.  

 I will be making suggested music playlists for 
September and October of hymns and church music you 
can listen to, sing along to and enjoy during this absence 
of choir. Thank you for your understanding and your 
support! Eve, Church Music Director.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

CHOIR NEWS



Each student needs:
4  70-page spiral bound 

notebooks
1  ruler (needs centimeters)
1  pencil sharpener
1  pair safety scissors
5  unsharpened #2 pencils
5  blue or black ink pens 

(no markers or gel pens)
1  box of 16 or 24 crayons
1  2.5” eraser

Good Shepherd awarded grant.
	 Good Shepherd received a $250.00 
grant from Thrivent to purchase 
backpacks for the LWR School Kit 
project.  We would like to complete, at 
least, 20 more kits.  


	 Supplies will be collected through 
September 21, 2021.


	 We are also collecting money to 
help off-set the cost of backpacks and 
postage.


Questions?  Contact:

Ellie Buggeln:  616-399-0591


elliebuggeln@gmail.com

Sharon Wendt:  616-399-0204


kiwiynk@yahoo.com

Please:
-Give new items only.
-Do not donate items with religious 
    symbols or messages or a     
    congregational name.
-Do not donate items with US flags, 
     military or patriotic symbols, 
     references to the armed forces, 
     oranything with camouflage.

Drop off supplies at the church,

Monday, Wednesday or Friday, from 9:00 - 2:00,


on Sunday Mornings or

Anytime you’re in the building.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS



CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Confirmation classes will be starting this fall!   

 Pastor Jess is currently planning a two-year program for 
students who are ready to begin learning more about the 
Bible, the Church, and Faith in Daily Life.  


	 Families with students between 5th and 12th grade 
please be on the lookout for more information.  Pastor Jess 
would like to schedule an informational meeting in September 
and asks parents to please contact her with available days 
and times that would work for an in-person or virtual meeting.

BOOK GROUP NEWS

Book Group

The Dutch House

September 15, 2021, 4:30 pm at Good Shepherd

The September Book Group selection is The Dutch House, by Ann 
Patchett.  The novel tells the story of what happens to Danny Conroy and his 
older sister Maeve Conroy when their stepmother, Andrea Smith, expels them 
from their sumptuous childhood home after the death of their father, Cyril Conroy.  
It is a story of a paradise lost, a tour de force that digs deeply into questions of 
inheritance, love and forgiveness, of how we want to see ourselves and of who 
we really are.  Books are available in the Commons.

The October Book Group selection is An American Sunrise, Poems, by 
Joy Harjo, the first US Native American Poet Laureate.  This is also Hope 
College’s Big Read selection.

In the early 1800s, the Mvskoke people were forcibly removed from their 
original lands east of the Mississippi to Indian Territory, which is now part of 
Oklahoma. Two hundred years later, Joy Harjo returns to her family’s lands and 
opens a dialogue with history. In An American Sunrise, Harjo finds blessings in 
the abundance of her homeland and confronts the site where her people, and 
other indigenous families, essentially disappeared. 

From her memory of her mother’s death, to her beginnings in the native 
rights movement, to the fresh road with her beloved, Harjo’s personal life 
intertwines with tribal histories to create a space for renewed beginnings. Her 
poems sing of beauty and survival, illuminating a spirituality that connects her to 
her ancestors and thrums with the quiet anger of living in the ruins of injustice. A 
descendent of storytellers and “one of our finest—and most complicated—
poets” (Los Angeles Review of Books), Joy Harjo continues her legacy with this 
latest powerful collection.



Please help us fill the spaces.  Volunteer to be a Sunday Servant

Use the form in the Commons or contact Deb in the office.
616.772.4075 or gslc.office@icloud.com 

Date Worship Leader/
Communion Assistant 

Reader Usher Communion Prep/
Clean-up

September 5
15th Sunday of 

Pentecost

Carolyn Willaman Sharon Wendt Dennis Willaman Kris Norvell

September 12
16th Sunday of 

Pentecost

September 19
17th Sunday of 

Pentecost

Vicki Russell

September 26
18th Sunday of 

Pentecost

Vicki Russell 

Camp Sunshine’s Mission:  To offer experiences that model and nurture 
a culture of inclusion, grace, and joy, through which people with and 
without disabilities can transcend barriers and value both their own 
gifts and the talents of others.

Since 1983, Camp Sunshine has offered people aged 12 to 50 with 
developmental disabilities summer camp experiences in a safe, caring, 
and inclusive environment.  We offer four-day overnight camp sessions 
with activities designed to meet participants’ recreational, emotional, 
physical, spiritual, and relational needs.  Uniquely, each camper is paired 
one-to-one with a volunteer counselor for the entire four days at camp. 

Camp Sunshine creates spaces for campers to feel included, learn 
from others, and grow in friendship.  Within our programs, volunteers 
receive as much as they give and learn as much as they teach.  Most of 
all, we have fun!

There is a joyful spirit about Camp Sunshine that is transformative 
for every person who participates.

NOISY OFFERING — CAMP SUNSHINE

SUNDAY SERVANTS — SEPTEMBER

mailto:gslc.office@icloud.com


August-November, 2021  — Cleaning Schedule Sign-up

Sign-up is for a 2-week period and includes cleaning all areas of the church 	 	
	 building - sanctuary, entrance, hallway, bathrooms, kitchen, conference 	 	
	 room, nursery and Commons.

Dates Name(s)

Weeks of

August 8 - 14


August  15 - 21

Weeks of 

August 22 - 28


August 29 - September 4

Lynda Parrott


Norvells

Weeks of 

September 5 - 11


September 12 - 18

Willamans


Willamans

Weeks of 

September 19 - 25


September 26 - October 2

Weeks of 

October 3 - 9


October 10 - 16

Weeks of 

October 17 - 23

October 24 - 30

Weeks of

October 31 - November 6


November 7 - 13

Weeks of 

November 14 - 20

November 21 - 27

To sign-up:
 
Use the Cleaning Schedule form in the Commons 

or

 Contact Deb in the office:  
gslc.office@icloud.com 
616.772.4075

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE
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Monday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —in the office, 
Tuesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 pm —by appointment
Wednesday: 10:15 - 11:15 am —Welca Bible Study via Zoom

11:00 am - 3:30 pm —in the office
Thursday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm — available by appointment.

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
(Fridays for emergencies only.)
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

Sunday Services and Activities are also on-line.

	 

	 *Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, also available via Zoom 10:00 am and

	 	 	 available later via YouTube

	 Quilter’s Meet, Tuesdays, 10:30 am on site

	 Bible Study, Wednesdays,  10:15 - 11:30 am; Social Time 9:30 - 10:15 am	 

	 Book Group, September 15, 2021, 4:30 - 6:00


( * link also available on the Breeze calendar)


September
Anniversaries
Elliott & Dylana Eisaman  5

Birthdays
Dylana Eisaman  1
Pam Evans  10
Kassidy Aikens  14
Julia Wentz  14
Nolan Hurt  18
Alyssa McCaughan  25
Autumn Manzo  29

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES
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In Our August Prayers… 

• Congratulations:  Abby Schrotenboer (Lois’ granddaughter-in-law) gave birth to Luke James just before midnight, Thur., 
July 14, 2021.  Lois held her new great grandchild before he was even 24 hours old. 

• Our Prayers and Sympathies:  on the passing of Maureen, Aliana and Bethany Andrus’ grandmother and Eve’s ex mother-
in-law, of natural causes, on August 8, 2021; also on the passing of Jared, Maureen’s brother and the girls’ Great Uncle on 
August 15, 2021. 

• Healing/Peace: Russ & Rita Taylor (Julie Wolff’s parents) Rita has dementia, Randy Kasdorf (friends of Parrotts) suffered a 
stroke, Justin Walker (Pastor’s husband) Sandy Edwaards, diagnosed with ovarian cancer (friend of Corinne Becker), Amy 
K. (friend of Kris Norvell), Selena Casillas, 8 yrs old-diagnosed with cancer (friend of Ellen Lichtman) Anja (Lois’ 
granddaughter), Karen Bader (friend of Julie Wolff), Brian (Jessica Bacon’s uncle), Lucas Barton, Zach Bergland (Beckers' 
nephew), Bryan Blank, Patricia Bradfield, Kody De Haan, Jim Dyke, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Judy Forsten 
(Marijo's Sister), Alyssa Gorraiz, Sally H. (Laurie Schuldt’s friend, stage 4 lung cancer), Cathy Kelly, Brandi Ketchum 
(friend of Underhills), Gene Mohr, (Uncle of Tori Lindsley) who is recovering from 3rd degree burns, Roland Rivera, Mike 
Russell, Richard Russell (Mike’s brother), Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Stephanie Thep Saenebouttarath (Kris & 
Floyd’s niece), Chad Stettnichs (cousin of Perry Pearson), Donna Vargo, Jon Wiening. 

• Prayers for Our World:  We remember those families in Michigan, the country and around the world who have lost loved 
ones due to Covid-19; and families affected by the economic downturn as a result of Covid-19. 

• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Bonita Zielke, Maureen (Eve 
Andrus’ ex mother-in-law), 

• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Steve Dyke, Ben Johnson (Parrotts’ nephew), Cortney and 
Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s daughter and son-in-law), Kayla Kleinjans (Stan & Debbie’s granddaughter), Alex Miller, 
Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi Howard’s son-in-law).   

• Prayer Partners: Settlement Lutheran Church, Rev. Betsy Kamphuis, Gowen; Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rev. Charles 
Foerster, Grand Ledge; Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Rev. Karsten Voskuil (RCA), Grand Rapids; Faith Lutheran Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Kevin Sullivan, Grand Rapids; St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Rev. David Blank, Grand Rapids. 

The Measure of our Love 
We have started to count computers connected to the 
Zoom link as families since not everybody signs in to 

the worship services.  
  

Total Sunday Attendance:  136 persons,   7 families 
Average Sunday Attendance:  

27 documented persons 

Church  Council  Members: 

 Jessica Bacon  (920) 889-8706,  jessica.lois.bacon@gmail.com 
 Bryan Blank  (616) 312-9358,  knalbb26@gmail.com 
 Elliott Eisaman          (716) 785-0918,  elliott.eisaman@gmail.com  (President) 
 Rob Parrott  (616) 836-0172,  parrott@chartermi.net  (Vice President) 
 Vicki Russell  (616) 796-8606,  vicki0528@gmail.com  (Secretary) 
  
  

OUR THANKS AND PRAISE

COUNCIL MEMBERS

IN OUR AUGUST PRAYERS
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