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Joyful Giving 

Over the past few months we have been discussing generosity by studying this letter 
from Paul to the Church at Corinth.  The church at Corinth was large, very active and 
wealthy; in the above letter Paul is talking about a collection that is being taken throughout all 
of the Christian world to benefit the church at Jerusalem which was dealing with severe 
famine.  What makes this portion of the letter unique is the example he makes of the church 
at Macedonia. 

Macedonia is north of Corinth, a rural area that had seen fighting during different wars 
and was considerably poorer than the port city of Corinth.  Paul had expected them to 
respond to the collection in a way that was proportionate to their circumstances, but they 
surprised Paul by their generosity in response to the need of the larger church. Paul is 
surprised that the church at Macedonia responded beyond their means and with eagerness; 
he credits this to their faith.  After hearing the gospel, the congregation at Macedonia 
believed in the promises of God and trusted that God would provide for them. In Paul’s words 
“they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us.”  The church at 
Macedonia also understood that they were bound to the whole body of Christ through faith, 
they understood that what happens to one part of the body happens to the whole body and 
so they were able to empathize with the church at Jerusalem. They knew what it was to 
endure hardship and poverty, they also knew what it was to be shown grace and so they 
responded to God’s work in their lives by begging for the opportunity to be part of God’s work 
in the church at Jerusalem. 
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16I rejoice, because I have complete confidence in you.

8We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted 
to the churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy 
and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3For, as 
I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means, 4begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 
5and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will 
of God, to us, 6so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he 
should also complete this generous undertaking among you.

7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, 
and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.



Rediscovering Macedonia: 
A Biblical Conversation with 2 Corinthians 7:16-8:7

Join us for the final Sessions
Sunday, October 2 and Tuesday, October 4 

Session 6: Abundant Joy

REDISCOVERING MACEDONIA BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE

That excitement and generosity is what Paul wants for the church at Corinth, in his letter he 
acknowledges that the church at Corinth is successful (vs. 7) and he wants to encourage them to 
give to the collection with the same wholehearted generosity as the church at Macedonia.  Paul’s 
words to the church at Corinth are also words for our faith community here at Good Shepherd. 
Your generous giving allows us to share in the work of bringing God’s grace into the world.  The 
general offering ensures that we have a building in which to gather, and the tools we need to 
minister to the community we are a part of. Over the next month you will hear Temple Talks about 
the shared ministry we are a part of, and you will be asked to prayerfully consider how you can 
participate in the ministry of Good Shepherd through the sharing of your time and wealth. As you 
do that, consider the words Paul wrote to the church at Corinth and the generosity of the church 
at Macedonia. They are as true for us as they were for those churches; we are people of faith, 
who know God’s grace and have experienced it in our lives. We are people who are eager to 
share in the ministry of the church, eager to be part of the body of Christ.  We are people 
connected to one another and to the larger church through baptism. So then, let us also be 
people who respond to God’s abundant grace by participating abundantly in the life and ministry 
of Good Shepherd, working together to live the gospel in our community.  Amen.

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jess

PASTOR’S PAGE CONTINUED



Noisy Offering Recipients for September and October

For October we are continuing to support Best Pals Animal Rescue and 
Community Action House with our loose change.  To coincide with that noisy 
offering we are collecting the needed items below.  Boxes will be available in the 
commons through October 30, 2022 for your donations.

Community Action House

Canned fruit in 100% juice broth
Low-sugar/no sugar added juice whole wheat pasta
Canned beans and peas gluten free pasta
Dried beans (pinto) unsalted nuts
Canned coconut milk ensure or
Corn and flour tortillas     protein drinks
Healthy cooking oil corn masa
    (olive oil, coconut oil, canola red lentils
   oil, grapeseed oil) canned chilis
Flour laundry detergent
Spices dish soap
Alternative nut butters tampons & pads

baby wipes

*Low sodium or low sugar items preferred

Best Pals Animal Rescue

Kitten and cat food: Hills, Iams or Fancy Feast* dry or canned 
Dog food: Hills or Iams* dry or canned 
Chewy gift cards 
Cat litter 
Disposable scratch pads 
Cat toys (with wands) 
Dog toys 
Pee pads 

*Only these brands please

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS

L-R Sharon Wendt, Karrie Foster, Ellie 
Buggeln, sorting at Community Action House.



God’s Work Our Hands continued

On September 10 we had 30 people at three different 
locations using their hands (and arms and backs and feet) 
doing God’s work in the Holland area.  It was a busy day.  
It was a productive day. 

The more noisy offering recipients Mission and Outreach 
contacts the more it becomes obvious how much local 

non-profits rely on volunteers and how many more volunteers they need to 
accomplish the wonderful things they do within our community. 

God’s Work Our Hands Day is a great step in helping, but we wonder do you 
want to do more? 

If you would like to volunteer more often at Best Pals contact Kris Norvell 
about opportunities.

If you think you could volunteer at Community Action House they have 
multiple locations that could use more help: Community Kitchen, Resale 
Store, Food Club.  There is an interest survey on the counter in the 
commons to see if you are interested in being part of a once a month Good 
Shepherd team.  If you would like to volunteer on your own with CAH see 
Vicki for contact information.

Our other Noisy Offering recipients need volunteers too.  If there has been 
one that especially touched your heart reach out and see where you could 
use your time to assist them.

GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS CONTINUED

Jacob Bacon played with several cats.



GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS

L-R Pastor Jess, Ellery & Lisa Pearson, 
Kris & Floyd Norvell, BestPals Rescue.

L-R Ben Helmus, 
Dennis & Carolyn 
Williman, at 
Community Action 
House.

L-R Branden, Jacob & 
Jessica Bacon, Kris 
Norvell, Vicki Russell, 
Sally Ponstien, Julie Wolff 
and Floyd Norvell at 
BestPals.

L-R Tom 
Ludwig, 
Brian 
Underhill 
(waving), 
Ben 
Helmus 
and Mike 
Russell at 
Community 
Action 
HouseL-R  Brian Underhill, Tom Ludwig and Ben 

Helmus at Community Action House.



Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Members:


Your generous contributions have kept this congregation going so that we can do several things 
together, all of which are expressing God’s Love in the world.


Because of your contributions we have been able to provide an organized way to meet together 
to help develop a closer relationship to God.  We have a minister, a music director and an 
administrative secretary that keep the operation of the church going.  All kinds of Worship 
Services are provided. 


The church has encouraged recycling to help the environment.  


The church has collected extra contributions to support local charitable organizations such as 
Walk for Warmth, Nestlings Diaper Bank, Children’s after School Activities, Community Action 
House, and Best Pal Animal Rescue.  


The church has supported international organizations such as ELCA World Hunger and Disaster 
Response, and Lutheran World Relief with quilts and school kits.


All of this is only possible because we are a congregation of the ELCA and together we make a 
difference.


Enclosed is an Estimate of Giving card that we are asking you to return to the church.  To 
develop a required budget the council needs to know how much to anticipate the contributions 
for 2023 will be.  October 30th is going to be designated as God’s Abundance Sunday.  We ask 
that you bring this EOG card to the Worship Service that day to present during the service.  If 
you cannot be at the service please return the EOG card to the church office before that Sunday.


Thank you for being generous with God’s gifts to you.  If you are not tithing yet, please consider 
being a tither.  To have a church we have real expenses and we can only meet those expenses 
with your contributions.


May God grant you peace,

	 Your Stewardship Committee

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE



ESTIMATE OF GIVING FORM - 2023

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

2023 ESTIMATE OF GIVING 
In gratitude for all that I/we have received from God, I am/we are planning to 
return to God the following from our treasures: 

$______________ Please check one of these: ___Weekly___Monthly___Annually

🀆   Check if this is an increase in giving from your household. 

Name(s) Please print 

__________________________________________________ 

“The earth is the Lordʼs, and everything in it.” Psalm 24:1 

Choir Practice

Monday October 3:    No Choir Practice
Sunday October 9:   Rehearsal for Worship Service - 9:30 am
Monday October 10:   Choir Practice - 6:30 pm
Monday October 17:   Choir Practice - 6:30 pm
Monday October 24:   Choir Practice - 6:30 pm
Sunday October 30:   Rehearsal for Worship Service - 9:30 am
Monday October 31:   No Choir Practice

CHOIR NEWS

 	 	 LWR School Kits
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies, 
helped put kits together and assisted with packing.  

We filled 80 backpacks this year.



EARLY SIGNS OF FALL AT OUR CHURCH

Thistle

Milkweed with pods.  Found a 
Monarch butterfly chrysalis on the 
ground nearby.

The fruits of our pear tree.

Cattails

Tall grasses gone to seed.

Foxtail Fern in bloom in our 
outdoor planters



Online Devotions 

Join us for a weekly online devotional video that you can find on our YouTube page* and our 
Facebook page*  Each week Pastor posts a short devotion where she invites you to “hold space” for 
a scripture passage, question, topic or ‘wondering’. 

*Find us on YouTube: GSLC Holland, MI  
*Find us on Facebook: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-ELCA-Holland, MI 
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI

Book Group
October Selection:  

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 
by Kim Michele Richardson

October’s selection, lead by Corinne Becker, is The Book 
Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. It is a 
novel of unforgettable and inspirational characters inspired by the 
true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated 
Kentucky Pack Horse library service of the 1930’s.  It is a story of 
raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman’s belief that books can 
carry us anywhere - even back home.

Books are available in the Commons. 
Book Group discussion is October 19, 2022, 4:30 pm.

BOOK GROUP

ONLINE DEVOTIONS

NORVELL’S BON VOYAGE BREAKFAST

Norvell’s Bon Voyage Breakfast 
October 16, 2022, directly after the Worship Service

Join us as we say “Bon Voyage” to the Norvells before they 
move south for the colder months.  

Bacon, Eggs and Pancakes will be provided. Juice, fruit, butter, 
syrup, etc. are also needed for the breakfast. Sign-up sheets for the 
additional foods needed are in the Commons.

Please bring a donation for Community Action House and 
BestPals Animal Rescue Center. 

https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdLutheranChurchHollandMI


QUILTS FOR SALE

Quilts are for Sale!
The quilters created 102 wonderful quilts this past year which are on display in 

the Sanctuary.  Cost of each quilt is $55.00.  The money earned from the sale goes 
towards shipping the quilts and purchasing new materials for future quilts.

Several quilts this year have fun feature fabrics like these pictured here.



Sunday Servants Needed for October
Please help us fill the spaces.  Volunteer to be a Sunday Servant

Use the form in the Commons or contact Deb in the office.
616.772.4075 or gslc.office@icloud.com 

Date Worship Leader/

Communion 

Assistant

Reader Usher Communion Set-
Up/Clean-Up

Counters

October 2
17th 

Sunday of 
Pentecost

WL - 


CA-
Branden Bacon Dennis 

Willaman
Terry Grossman

1.Dennis 
Willaman


2.   

October 9
18th 

Sunday of 
Pentecost

WL - 


CA-Corinne Becker

  

Sharon Wendt Terry Grossman
1.


2. 

October 16
19th 

Sunday of 
Pentecost

WL - 


CA -Lynda Parrott
Lynda Parrott

1.


2.   

October 23
20th 

Sunday of 
Pentecost

WL - 


CA - 

Branden Bacon Mike Russell Vicki Russell

1.


2.   

October 30
21st 

Sunday of 
Pentecost

WL - 


CA - 

1.


2.

SUNDAY SERVANTS — OCTOBER

mailto:gslc.office@icloud.com


Sign-up is for a 2-week period and includes cleaning all areas of the church building: 
sanctuary, sacristy, entrance, hallway, bathrooms, 

kitchen, conference room, 
To sign-up:

 
Use the Cleaning Schedule form in the Commons 

or Contact Deb in the office:  
gslc.office@icloud.com 
616.772.4075

New Cleaning Schedule
The new cleaning schedule for September and October is below.  Please 

take a turn and sign up to clean.
Dates Name(s)

Weeks of

Sept. 4 - 10

Sept. 11 - 17

Dennis Willaman & Gary Bowman


Weeks of 

Sept. 18 - 24 


Sept. 25- Oct. 1

Ludwigs


Ludwigs

Weeks of 

Oct. 2 - 8


Oct. 9 - 15

Parrotts


Parrotts

Weeks of 

Oct. 16 - 22


23 - 29

Fellowship Sign-up.  
 Set Up & Clean Up Treats

October 2, 2022

October 9, 2022 Corinne Becker

October 16, 2022 Norvells

October 23, 2022 Bacons

October 30, 2022 Bacons

FELLOWSHIP — OCTOBER 2022

CHURCH CLEANING SCHEDULE

mailto:gslc.office@icloud.com


“Using Our Resources Wisely” 

     Are you feeling left out when it comes to taking care of this beautiful facility  
God has blessed us with? Well, here's your opportunity to make a difference. You’ll  
be helping your church family, honoring God, and you’ll feel good about yourself. It’s  
a win win.  
 We have a sheet on the bulletin board of things needing to be done around the 
church. A maintenance sheet that will give you the opportunity to put your God given 
talents to work. 
          The sheet has an area where you can pick a task and do it on your timeline. It 
also has an area where you can put down things you may see needing to be done, but 
just don’t know how to do them.  
 We have been blessed with a lot of talented people in this congregation. This is a 
way for those talents to shine (on your time). If you have questions, please contact any 
of our council members: Jessica Bacon, Steve Johnson, Rob Parrott, Vicki Russell and 
Julie Wolff.

Maintenance Work or 
Repairs Needed

Date 
Posted

Helper’s Name 
Who is doing the work?

Date 
Completed

Suggestions/Information:   
If purchased parts: brand name? part 
name?  What made the task easier?   

Maintenance Work or Repairs List
Sample Sheet:

“USING OUR RESOURCES WISELY”



October
Anniversaries
Pastors Justin & Jessica 

Rivera-Walker  22
Stan & Debbie Kleinjans  25
Andy & Elizabeth Rohrer  29

Birthdays
Duncan Hardy  6
Edwin Eisaman  8
Brian Underhill II  9
Som Vixayphone  9
Floyd Norvell  12
Justin Walker  12
Bret D’Agostino  19
Pastor Jess  27
Lliam Johnson  30
Julie Hardy 30 

The Measure of our Love 
Computers connected via internet = Families

 
Total Sunday Attendance: 126

Families:  9
Average Sunday Attendance:  32

Sunday Services and Activities are also on-line.

	 Sunday Services, 10:00 -11:00 am, also available via YouTube 10:00 am

	 Rediscovering Macedonia Bible Study, final sessions on Sunday, Oct. 2 and Tuesday, 	 	
	 	 Oct. 4, 2022 online.

	 Choir Rehearsals, Mondays at 6:30 pm

	 Quilter’s Meet, Tuesdays, 10:30 am on site	 

	 Women’s Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10:15 am

	 Book Group, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 4:30 pm


OUR THANKS AND PRAISE

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

Dear People of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church,

We wanted to let you know we were 
praying for you as you start your fall 
ministry and as you share God’s Love in  
your community!

God’s Riches Blessings,
Peace Lutheran Church

Gaylord, Michigan

rec’d September 9, 2022



In Our September Prayers…
• Our Sympathies:  to Elliott Eisaman and family on the loss of his sister, Hannah, who died in a car 

accident, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022; and to Sherryl Fleetham (friend of Vicki Russell) on the passing of her 
husband Floyd Aug. 28th. Beth Brumbalow, (friend of Lois Robinson), passed away, Thursday, August 18, 
2022.  Please keep Beth’s family and friends in prayer during this time. To the family and friends of Scott 
Howard (Kerry Johnson’s brother) who passed suddenly of a heart attack on Sept. 18 and to the family 
and friends of Jim Flier (friend of Brian Underhill) who lost his battle with cancer and recently passed 
away.

• Healing/Peace: Lucas Barton, diagnosed with Dushanes Muscular Dystrophy (son of friends of Julie 
Wolff), Zach Bergland (Beckers' nephew), Selena Casillas, 8 yrs old-diagnosed with cancer (friend of 
Ellen Lichtman), Dale Cramer, Bret D’Agostino, prayers for secure housing, Kody De Haan, Merissa 
DelaGarza (Deb P-G’s daughter), recovery from ankle surgery, Carol Essig (Bret D’Agostino’s aunt), Jim 
Flier (friend of Brian Underhill) has cancer, Jessie George (Deb P-G’s daughter), Carol Grossman (Steve’s 
mother), diagnosed with cancer, Larry Heckel, Cathy Kelly, Tiffany Letourneau, just diagnosed with 
breast cancer, Iris Mears, (PJ’s godmother), upcoming back surgery, Trudy & Dale Medendorp, (close 
friends of Vicki R.), Dale diagnosed with stage 4 cancer, Richard and Joanne Mueller (Terry’s parents), 
Diane Oberlin (former attendee), has cancer, Rita Ponstein, (Sally’s sister-in-law), Howard Reister 
diagnosed with cancer (Sally & Ellen’s brother), Roland Rivera, Casey Rostos (friend of Norvells), 
Katherine Slee (friend of Beckers), Calvin & Adam Stoltz (son & grandson of Lois R.) injured in a serious 
car accident, Russ & Rita Taylor (Julie Wolff’s parents), Justin Walker (Pastor’s husband), Jon Wiening.

• Healthy Pregnancy:  Ann (daughter of Kerry Johnson’s friend).
• Assisted Living/Nursing Home/Homebound: Christopher St. John (Son of Bonita Zielke), Bonita Zielke,
• Serving Our Country: John Bounthapanya (Som's nephew), Ryan Felgenhauer, William Felgenhauer, and 

Evan Felgenhauer (great-nephews of Kerry Johnson), Cortney and Konstantin Ivanov (Gigi Howard’s 
daughter and son-in-law), Andrew Wagner (Patricia Bradfield’s grandson), Zachery Wiesner (Gigi 
Howard’s son-in-law).  

•  Prayer Partners:  Ascension Lutheran Church, Rev. Julie Bailey, Saginaw; Faith Lutheran Church, Rev. 
John Soyster, Saginaw; Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Supply Pastors, Saginaw; Zion Lutheran Church, 
Rev. Sue Hand, Saginaw.

Church  Council  Members: 
Jessica Bacon, Secretary (920) 889-8706,  jessica.lois.bacon@gmail.com
Steve Johnson (616) 212-6833,  sgjcfp@gamil.com 
Rob Parrott, President (616) 836-0172,  parrott@chartermi.net  
Vicki Russell (616) 796-8606,  vicki0528@gmail.com  
Julie Wolff, Vice President (616) 566-6251,  wolffwife@gmail.com 

Pastor Jessica is available Monday - Friday 
via phone, text, email and Facebook messenger.

Phone:  (616) 403-4660
Email:   pj.gslc@gmail.com

To view Pastor’s weekly in-office hours, look on the Breeze 
calendar on our website at goodshepherdhollandmi.com 

COUNCIL MEMBERS

PASTOR JESS’ SCHEDULE

IN OUR SEPTEMBER PRAYERS
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